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EDITORIAL 


Protestants - Catholics 
Communism 


American Protestantism has belatedly awakened 
to the danger of Roman Catholic political intrigue, 
but we think the Catholic Church has been much 
more realistic and far-sighted than we Protestants 
in warning of the menace of Communism and re- 
cognizing it for what it is, an implacable foe of 
Christianity. 


Extreme liberal theology, placing as it does its 
main emphasis on the establishment of a better 
social order, has only too often found itself ex- 
pressing sympathy with, and even approval of, 
many things in the Communistic programme. Be- 
cause of this, certain Protestant leaders and organ- 
izations have found themselves again and again 
embarrassed by connections with fellow travellers 
and pinkos which were never satisfactorily explain- 
ed to protesting evangelical Christians. 


In fact, the materialistic and humanistic philo- 
sophy of the extreme theological liberal is but a 
step from Marxian dogma. 


In the June 26th issue of “The Christian Cen- 
tury,” the leading editorial is entitled, ““‘The Pope’s 
Holy War.’”’ We most heartily agree with the editor 
that we should beware of being drawn into a “holy 
war’ against Communism by the Pope’s appeal. 
But, we believe the Pope has rightly sized up the 
undying issue between Communism and Chris- 
tianity. 


There is one paragraph in this editorial which is 
most revealing. It is as follows: : 


“Whether the Pope will be able to stir up 
his desired holy war, and whether he and his 
subordinates will be able to persuade the Pro- 
testant nations to fight, only time will tell. But 
it is already clear that the very effort of the 
papacy to precipitate this crisis confronts 
Protestantism with an issue whose approach 
might have been discerned long ago, but con- 
cerning which Protestant leadership has so far 
been deplorably silent. Protestants generally, 
both in Europe and in this country, find them- 
selves in sympathy with the humanitarian 


aims avowed by communism. They would re- 
joice in a world order without class or race 
barriers, with an economy based on the Marxist 
precept: ‘From each according to his ability; 
to each according to his need.’ They have tried 
hard to believe that the Russian brand of com- 
munism represented steady progress toward 
this goal. But in recent months their fear of 
the plans and ideals of Moscow has been un- 
mistakably on the increase.” 


Here is an admission we cannot accept. It is not 
true that ‘Protestants generally’ have found 
themselves in sympathy with the humanitarian 
aims of Communism. It has been those liberal 
church leaders who have taken this sympathetic 
attitude and who have as a result done so much to 
discredit the Church and alienate’ evangelical 
Christians. The Federal Council has been one of 
the most consistent and persistent offenders in 
such activities. 


This causes us to again return to the major 
thesis of this Journal—that the great need of Pro- 
testantism today is a reaffirmation of faith in the 
entire Word of God, with a preaching and teaching 
of the great doctrines of sin, eternal punishment, 
not only the most effective bulwark against Com- 
munism but also the greatest apologetic for the 
Christian faith. 


“The Christian Century” is rightly concerned 
about the leadership which the Pope is assuming 
and the position he is taking in contemporary 
world affairs. But, the Protestant leadership which 
“The Christian Century” has fostered, aided and 
abetted down throughout the years is a leadership 
which has failed miserably and which is doomed to 
yet further failures. ayes 


Effective Christian leadership is not simply a 
question of ability. It is not a question of repre- 
senting a great group of people, as desirable as 
that might be. Effective Christian leadershin must 
depend on the power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit. High moral purpose is not sufficient. High 
ethical concepts cannot, in themselves, insure suc- 
cess. The Holy Spirit alone enables Christian ac- 
tivity to be crowned with success. 


Our contention is that much present-day Pro- 
testant “leadership” is ineffective, even adding to 
existing chaos. This ‘“‘leadership’”’ no longer accepts 
the Bible and its great doctrines in their entirety. 
We do not believe that a theological outlook which 
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makes “electives” of the infallibility of the Bible, 
the virgin birth, the miracles, the bodily resurrec- 
tion and the blood atonement, can beget a true 
effective Christian leadership. 


Evangelical Christians long to make a greater 
contribution to world stabilization. Their one plea 
is that their brothers in Protestantism return to 
the faith of their fathers, the faith which brought 
Europe out of the Dark ,Ages and made Protes- 
tantism a blessing to the world. 


“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spat, 


saith the Lord of Hosts.”’ —L.N. 


Mutilating Scripture 


“Tf the foundations be destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?” | 


Using the Revised Book of Common Worship of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., which was adopted 
by our Assembly in 1932, at a funeral service, and 
reading the selection from Rom. 8:28, I was 
amazed to find that Verses 29-30 were omitted. I 
wondered why—and still wonder! For those two 
verses are the foundation for the comforting 
blessings contained in the whole passage. These 
two verses contain the most precious statements 
about God’s eternal purpose in our salvation. When 
we read the words, our souls are built up in the as- 
surance that all is well. For the reason that “all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God’”’ is based on these two wonderful verses: “For 
whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. More- 
over whom he did predestinate them he also called; 
and whom he called them he also justified; and 
whom he justified, them he also glorified.”’ And the 
next verse, the 31st, ‘‘What shall we then say to 
these things,’’ is based on the statements which are 
contained in the verses which are omitted! What a 
confusion! And with the confusion we lose the 
fulness of the assurance God wants us to have that 
all things work together for our good. The very 
sound of the words put the heart at ease and tears 
are wiped away. Let us not take away from the 
words which are written in this Book. —C.T.C. 


More About Christians An 
Military Discipline 


In our last issue, under the heading, “Drafted To 
What?” we mentioned the flagrant lack of dis- 
cipline obtaining with our military forces in Eu- 
rope. 


Since that editorial was written additional evi- 
dence of the almost total break-down in control of 
our troops, both officers and men, has been pro- 
duced by secular writers and observers. 


It is stated that the wives of American officers 
and enlisted men who have recently gone to Ger- 
many have been supplied with arm-bands identify- 
ing them so that they will be protected from mo- 
lestation by other American officers and enlisted 
men, 


The writer lived in a Chinese city for two and a 
half years after its capture by the Japanese. We 
had occasion to deal with high Japanese officers, as 


well as with the Japanese Military Police, on many 
occasions, and we found that in that particular out- 
fit the Japanese soldiers were well under control. 
In fact we saw Japanese Military Police severely 
punish Japanese soldiers for infractions of dis- 
cipline against local Chinese. 


Our point is that army discipline stems from the 
higher officers and these officers are responsible. 
In the case of Germany, General McNarney is re- 
sponsible for the disgraceful situation which: has 
developed. His laxness or indifference should make 
him liable to court martial and dismissal. We have 
demanded as much from Japanese officers. 


If the American Government is to receive the 
co-operation from Christians which the military 
necessities of the present and future demand, then 
it is up to our Government to take immediate steps 
to restore reasonable standards of military dis- 
cipline, both with officers and enlisted —. 


The Rule Of Truth 


The Mind Of The Individual Or 


The Word Of God? 


One star differeth from another star in glory. 
Each human being has his own individuality and 
the Church rejoices whenever a fresh way of 
putting the truth comes from a new convert. C. 
S. Lewis has brought joy to believers of all schools 
by his original way of stating old truth. We are 
eager to buy new translations of the Bible that we 
may catch new gleanings from God’s harvest field. 
We have no expectation that our Church—or any 
Church—can have absolute homogeneity of thought 
or of practice. We certainly have no ambition to 
see our ministry run into the exact mould of the 
writer. We are opposed to heteronomy—the rule of 
other men or other minds. Being a Protestant— 
not a Perfectionist—we have a growing dissatisfac- 
tion with ourselves and a growing satisfaction in 
our Saviour. Whenever and wherever we have 


_ given any impression of wishing to set up our own 


authority we deeply regret the error. 


When all this is said and more along the same 
line that could be properly said, yet the Church does 
not and cannot maintain the position that each in- 
dividual mind is the final judge of truth, of right, 
or practice. Let half a dozen officers in any con- 
gregation decide each to be a law unto himself, 
since each is an individual, and the congregation 
will break up into competing factions. Even the 
Greeks saw that if each man was to be the final 
test of truth there would be no sueh thing as 
truth. There would be as many so-called truths as 
there are individuals or twice as many since not 
truly philosophers, lovers of wisdom, but only 
lovers of opinions, philodoxers. 


In America Emerson, the Unitarian transcen- 
dentalist, told every soul to body forth the universe 
for himself and stop dwelling ‘‘with noxious exag- 
geration about the person of Jesus. The soul knows 
no persons.” He thought of the oversoul as break- 
ing in immediately into every individual and each 
individual becoming a “newborn bard of the Holy 


_ Ghost,” casting behind all conformity. 


Ernest Troelsch, the leader of the naturalistic 
history of religious school, also thinks of each in- 
dividual in immediate contact with the universe or 
with God. For him there is no transcendent God, 
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but the immanent deity expresses himself or itself 
in every individual and that expression is fina] for 
that man. God’s revealing act is turned into an 
interior experience of man—general religion and 
revelation is the only form of religion. For both of 
these mystical, pantheistic thinkers the individual 
is the measure of the universe, the source of 
significant predication, the final measure of truth 
for himself. 


Now Brunner finds Troelsch ‘‘admirable in the 
frankness”? with which he expresses ‘‘the renuncia- 
tion of all] that is specifically Christian.” The 
points of view cited from Emerson and from Tro- 
elsch are scarcely Christian points of view. They 
are certainly not the point of view to which we 
pledge ourselves in our first Presbyterian ordina- 
tion vows. In these vows we accept the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments as the Word of 
God THE ONLY INFALLIBLE RULE OF FAITH 
AND PRACTISE. We pledge ourselves as the first 
condition for ordination to accept not the mind of 
the eee but the Word of God as our rule 
of truth. | 


I have no right to rule over my brethren, but 
God has every right over us all. I have no suf- 
ficient wisdom to enunciate final truth, God knows 
the end from the beginning and nothing is hid 
from Him. Though He dwells in light unapproach- 
able and His ways are past our finding out, still 
He ever acts in that infinite wisdom which is the 
opposite of arbitrariness. He doth all things well. 


By the cords of the man Christ Jesus and by 
the bands of love, God draws us back to Himself 
and sets up His reign of grace over us. His 
dominion over us is by way of His loving communion 
with us established in Christ and by the Holy Spirit. 
As He sheds abroad His love in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit He writes His laws upon our minds 
and upon our hearts. Thus His Kingdom is a reign 
of grace, His yoke is easy and His burden is light. 
His Word is the word of grace, but this gracious 
Word is the sceptre of the King. His Word stands: 
“This is my beloved Son: hear ye Him.” “If ye 
abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; 
and ye shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free.’’ “All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God (breathed out, or produced by 
God) and therefore profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: that the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto every good work.” 


Moreover, God speaks His truth into our hearts 
in the most effective way. By His Word and 
Spirit Christ reveals the will of God to us for our 
salvation. As God He is the eternal] truth, as man 
He speaks this truth in our language so that we 
may understand and be saved. As the Redeemer, 
He who bore our sins speaks forgiveness and re- 
conciliation with God. 


During the Middle Ages there were two schools 
of thought: the Realists who rightly saw that 
truth must have permanency, and the Nominalists 
who rightly saw that truth must be the individual 
possession of the human mind. But the Realists 
were too objective and abstract, while the Nominal- 
ists were too subjective and individualistic. Now 
in His Word God has given us His truth unchanged, 
unchangeable—yet truth expressed in life and for 
life. The Bible is the book that speaks from life 
to life. And in the inward work of the Holy Spirit 
God has given us truth that is inward without be- 
ing humanistic, too subjectivistic, or too individual- 


istic. By His Word and His Spirit Christ writes 
His Gospel upon our hearts and His laws upon 
_ our minds, 


Accordingly, as we each correct ourselves in our 
thinking and acting by the Word of God we grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ; our beloved Zion grows in 
unity, in spirituality, in influence, in blessing; and 
God is known in our hearts, our homes and our 
Church as a habitation. 

—Wm. C. R. 


“What Can The Righteous Do?” 
(Psalm 11:3) 


“If the foundations be destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?” 


_ When a tornado sweeps over a country it usual- 
ly leaves the foundations. When a fire destroys 
a building the foundation may remain intact. But 
when an earthquake comes it shakes the founda- 
tions; when an atomic bomb is dropped, not even 
the foundation remains. 


We are living in a time of moral and spiritual 
earthquakes and atom bombs. 


‘“‘We are living, we are dwelling, - 
In a grand and awful time, © 

In an age on ages telling :— 
To be living is sublime.’’ 


This is a “grand and awful time’’; a time to test 
our faith. ore 


Foundations are certainly being destroyed. The 
world is being shaken as never before. 


Nations are in commotion; geography changed; 
maps remade; history written. Our own nation is 
being rocked by the world commotion. Politically, 
economically, socially, in our home life. We who 
have lived for fifty years hardly know our own 
land. The “inner braces’? of our souls seem to be 
giving away. Truth and Love and Hope and Purity 
and Honesty—where have these virtues gone in 
many lives? Falsehood, fear, hatred and immorality 
hold sway over large parts of the world and in 
many hearts. 


What can the righteous do in such an earth- 
quake? 


1. We can remember that some things cannot be 
shaken. 


God’s Throne and Sanctuary are still safe. Not 
Satan’s power, nor atomic bomb ¢an shake the 
eternal throne of God. : 


God’s Kingdom, the true Church, can never be 
shaken; the gates of hell will not prevail against 
it. | 

God’s Word cannot be shaken. Heaven and 
earth may pass away, but His Holy Word will 
remain. 


God’s Man can never be moved. No one can 
pluck us out of the hand of Him Who holds the 
world and the stars in His grasp. 


2. We can Trust and not be afraid, Faith is 
the cure for fear. We can trust the One who has 
the power to shake the heavens and the earth; we 
ean trust and love the Man Who died for us on 
Calvary. 
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3. We can Wait and not worry. It is easy to 
worry, but worry is like grit or sand in the bearings 
of machinery—it generates heat, but no steam. In 
God’s own good time all will be made right. 


4. We can Work, and not grow weary. A shaking 
world is a splendid opportunity for service; for 
saving the lost, pulling them out of the fire and 
wreckage; for comforting and encouraging the 
weak and weary ones. 


5. We can Pray and not faint. The call to pray 
is an urgent one. If men in a perishing world will 
not pray for themselves, we can pray for them. 
We ought always to pray and not to faint, but 
especially in a time like this. . 
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6. We can Hope and be Happy. Not hope in 
men, and be happy, for men will fail our fondest 
dreams and hopes, but hope in God and be happy, 
for He never fails, or disappoints. A business firm 
used as its slogan and letterhead: ‘“‘We never 
disappoint.”” This is only true of God. Hope in 
Him is the helmet to protect our brains, and the 


- anchor for our souls. 


_“To be living is sublime.” Yes, if we can live 
like this, for this old shaking, sin-cursed world 
needs us as never before. | 


“What can the righteous do?’ We can do all 
things through Him Who strengthens us and holds 
us fast by His grace and power. 

—J.K.P. 


The Lord’s Claims 


By Rev. Robert Hill, D.D.* 


Mark 11:3: “And if any man say unto you, Why 
do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him. 


Joseph Parker calls our attention to the contrast- 
ing ideas of lordship and necessity presented in 
this text. How can such ideas be reconciled? How 
can He who made all things have need of anything? 
What need could He have who could say, “For 
every beast of the forest is mine, 7nd the cattle 


upon a thousand hills. I know all t. - fowls of the 


mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are 


mine—for the world is mine and the fulness there- — 


of.” (Ps. 50:10-12.) ‘The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine.” (Hag. 2:8). ‘All souls are mine” 
(Ezek. 18:4). “—ye are not your own. For ye 
are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

(1 Cor. 6:19-20). And yet, all this being true, He 
does say that He has need. But it has often been 
pointed out that His life is full of contrasts, cradl- 
ed in a borrowed manger, owning all things, yet 
having no place to lay His head, worse off than 
the foxes and birds, sailing in a borrowed boat, 
buried in a borrowed tomb. Owning all things He 
emptied Himself and became poor that we through 
His poverty might become rich. Oh, the unspeak- 
able wonder of it, that the Mighty God, the 
Creator of heaven and earth should place Himself 
under obligation to His creatures: 


I. So, we have here first of all, a definite. as- 
sertion of His ownership not only over the colt, 
but over the owner of the colt. The owner of the 
colt did not own the colt. Jesus owned it. The 
story is very impressive. Notice the second verse, 
“Go your way into the village over against you; 
and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find 
a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him 
and bring him. And if any man say unto you, Why 
do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; 
and straightway he will send him hither.’”’ Ordinari- 
ly, it would be expected that they would approach 
the owner of the colt and asked his permission to 
borrow him for a time. But that is not the way it 
went. The owner of the colt had apparently noth- 
ing to say about it. He somehow felt the greater 
claim of Jesus and acquiesced without question. 


This quiet assumption of authority is characteristic 


of Jesus, so characteristic indeed that we fail to 


be impressed by it. 


We are apt to think that as one advances in 
greatness his independency becomes more and 
more a fact. Growing wealth lifts one out of the 
region in which the poor have to live. Growing 
power, as ancient kings had power, sets one upon 
the throne of absolute rule. On the other side 
it is a universal law that the greater has need of the 
less. The man of wealth needs the poor to keep 
him balanced in his judgment of human relation- 
ships. The educated need the ignorant, for, it has 
often proved true that out of the lips of the un- 
educated their come droppings of wisdom such 
as startle even the wise of this world. The old have 
need of the young; parents have need of the child; 
the strong have need of the weak. God needs man, 
He pleads, ‘‘My son, give me thy heart.” This is 
the answer to the Incarnation, the glorious ministry, 
and the atoning death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
There was a want in the heart of God that no arch- 
angle, or angel, or cherubim, or seraphim could 
satisfy, only one made like unto Himself, in His 
own image and likeness. Herein is the explanation 
for the Gospel of the grace of God and all that it 
implies: the Lord hath need of you, therefore He 
made you. He not only needs us to satisfy a 
longing of His own heart, but also “That in the 
ages to come He might show the exceeding riches 
of His grace in His kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus”; and also, “—that unto the principali- 
ties and powers in heavenly places might be known 
by the Church the manifold wisdom of God.”’ 


II. Christ dignifies and adds honor to whatever 
He uses. It goes without saying that this colt 
upon which He sat the day of His Triumphal] Entry, 
became henceforth a marked animal. I doubt 
whether the owner of the colt ever allowed 
another to sit upon him. Some travelers in the 
Highlands of Scotland entered a humble cottage to 
ask for refreshment. They were pleasantly wel- 
comed by the woman of the house, who supplied 
their wants. While resting they observed a chair 
decorated differently from anything else in the 
room. They asked why it was distinguished, and 
were told that one day Queen Victoria came in for 
a rest and cup of tea and sat in that chair, and 
nobody else had ever sat in it since, nor would. 
It has pleased God in His use of chosen agents to 
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place in their hands very ordinary instruments that 
the excellency of the power may be seen to 
be of God. A common acacia rod was used by 
Moses to shake the throne of Egypt to its founda- 
tions. Ordinary lamps, pitchers and trumpets were 
used by Gideon in the winning of a great victory 
over the enemies of God. The bleached jawbone of 
an ass in the hands of Samson slew a thousand 
men. And what about: the needles of Dorcas, 
Mary’s alabaster box, and the widow’s two mites! 
Whatever He uses He glorifies. 


But God not only honors the things He uses, He 
honors the men and women who handle those 
things. 
ordinary human instruments. I have been in the 
East End of London, that region of sin and squalor, 
and have looked upon the monument to Gen. 
Booth of the Salvation Army. It was the un- 
speakable conditions in this section of the great 
city which so touched his heart that he dedicated 
himself to the work which occupied the rest of his 
life; and I have heard him say that on a day he 
stood on the spot where now the monument stands, 
and lifted up his soul to God and said, “O God, 
there is not much to William Booth but from hence- 
forth you can have al] there is.’’ And the Salvation 
Army is the answer. Suppose Dwight L. Moody 
had not dedicated himself to the service of God, 
who would ever have heard him? Or Billy Sunday? 
or John Newton? or Mell Trotter? Or many other 
men and women who were lifted out of the ordinary 
and given distinguished places because they allowed 
God to use them. No Christian man has the 
right to anything God cannot use for the futherance 
of His cause. God knows exactly what is needed to 
make man happy and He has furnished it. Every- 
thing that does not contribute to this end is a curse, 
or at least, a hindrance. And the question comes 
up, is not any hindrance to our spiritual good a 
curse? 


III. I have heard that the animal upon which 
Christ rode is distinguished for its natural ob- 
stinacy. It needs to be broken before it is fit ror 
the service of man. If this be true we have an 
illustration of the power of our Lord, for we are 
told that no man had ever sat upon him until 
Christ used him. He rode him without difficulty. 
So He tames the wildest men. In my boyhood I 
came into occasional contact with a man of whom 
I was always afraid. He was the foulest, most 
blasphemous, and repulsive creature I knew. But 
God got hold of that man and transformed him as 
He did John Bunyan and John Newton. So trans- 
formed him that it was a delight to be in his pre- 
sence. So He mastered profane Peter, and James 
and John, sons of thunder; so He mastered Saul 
of Tarsus; so He mastered Geronimo, the human 
tiger. And all He subdues He exalts. 


A story is told of Sir Edwin Landseer the famous 
British landscape artist. He was a member of a 
distinguished house party in a beautiful home in 
the Highlands of Scotland. The home had been 
newly done over and decorated in view of the 
character of the invited guests. 
butler opened a bottle of effervescing liquid allow- 
ed it to splash upon and badly stain the wall of the 
dining room. The hostess was greatly distressed 
and made it evident to all how keenly she felt. The 
artist said to her, not to be distressed, but it was 
hard to get workmen in that remote part of the 
Highlands and it might be long before she could 
have her room done over again. A hunt had been 
arranged for the guests for the next day, but Sir 


He has worked wonders with the most — 


At dinner the | 


Edwin asked to be excused, he wanted to remain 
in the house for the day. After the party left he 
got his brushes and colors and went to work upon 
the stain, He painted a water fall, with trees bend- 
ing over from the bank above, a great rock on 
which a royel stag stood with spreading antlers and 
body poised, a winding road disappearing amongst 
the trees and coming out again farther on. With 
his genius and his brushes he transformed that 
ugly scar into a scene of beauty over which the 
company exclaimed in raptures on their return from 
the hunt. There was no more mention by the 
hostess of redecorating that room. They say it 
remains as it was to this day. Such is the change 
the master Artist makes when allowed to do His 
wil] with an evil and misspent life. The proofs of 


His skill and artistry are everywhere about us in. 


every drunkard made into a sober man, every thief 
made honest, every vicious life changed into a 
thing of beauty. I have seen the dope fiend cured and 
made to hate the thing that enslaved him, and 
this, I believe to be probably the greatest curative 
act of the Spirit of God when it comes with a 
genuine acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour. 


It has pleased God to permit me to be a minister 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church for over fifty 
years. During that time I, have come in contact 
with hundreds of unconverted men and women, 
some of them, of both sexes, so evil as to be to 
human eyes hopeless, and I have seen the wonders 
of His grace as He has lifted them out of the miry 
clay and set their feet upon the rock. Some of these 
have been won too late to be of use in His service; 
like the thief on the cross they have been saved at 
the last minute. But others have lived to glorify 
God and, in turn, become soul winners. 


IV. There is a word of encouragement here to 
that large number of people who have a lowly 
conception of their own ability. The colt was a 
very humble animal. I can imagine him endowed 
with intelligence and able to reason and talk. The 
disciples whom Jesus sent to get him are loosing 
from his hitching place. ‘“‘What are you going to 


do with me?” asks the colt. ‘““‘We are going to 


take you to the Lord, who this day will ride you as 
He enters His capital city as King,” the disciples 
reply. “Oh, says the colt, “there are many and 


good reasons why I should not play such a part. I 


am too young, don’t you see, I am only a colt? 
Besides, I have never had anyone on my back, I 
have never done any work; I am too small, the 
King’s feet would drag the ground if He sat on 
my back, besides I do not think I am strong enough 
to carry Him. Go get a horse, a noble charger, an 
animal] with spirit, I have no spirit. I am just an ass, 
and you know how dumb an ass is! I have no 
education, I have never been broken either to ride 
or work, I don’t understand the rein signals.” 
To all of these excuses the disciples reply, ‘‘The 
Lord has need of YOU. If He had wanted a horse 
He would have sent for one; but He has sent for 
you.” The God who made you and endowed you 
with such equipment as you have knew exactly 
what He was doing. He has a place which no one 
but you can fill and He needs it filled. Can you 
not see that you charge God with lack of intelli- 
gence, or incompetence, if you even suggest that 
He cannot use anyone or anything He has made? 
Who is more unlikely to be of any use to God than a 
drunken, blaspheming tinker? But out of that 


material God made the immortal dreamer, John 
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Bunyan. Who is more unlikely to be of any service 
than an unclean, debauched sailor? Yet out of 
that material God made the author of “How 
Sweet The Name of Jesus Sounds in a Believer’s 
Ear,” ‘Come, my Soul thy suit Prepare,” “Glorious 
Things of Thee are spoken, Zion, City of our God,”’ 
and many other of the best beloved songs of the 
Church. When God saved John Newton He en- 
iched the harmonies of earth and heaven. Just 
accept the fact that you are alive and able to think 


and speak and move as sufficient evidence that 
God needs you, however limited your equipment 
otherwise. If it were possible to take a census I 
have no doubt it would show that the great number 
of very mediocre, but consecrated people have 
done more for the cause of Christ than the far 
more limited number of the rich and educated. 


So, when all is said and done, the word still 
stands, The Lord Hath Need of You. ; 


*Tyler, Tex. 


The Auburn Heresy 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


(Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D., served as a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A, prior to the organization of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. He is 
now a Professor of Philosophy in Butler University, Indianapolis, Ind. We offer our 
readers this brilliant article from the trenchant pen of Dr. Clark. It cannot be suc- 
cessfully refuted! We believe our readers will desire to file this article for future 


reference.) 


When future historians of the Church evaluate 
this present age, the publication of the Auburn 
Affirmation will stand out in importance like 
Luther’s nailing his ninety-five theses. But it 
will be important for a different reason. 


The reason the Auburn Affirmation is so im- 
portant is that it constitutes a major offensive 
against the Word of God. It, or at least its theo- 
logy is the root of Presbyterian apostasy. 


Officials in the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. have commonly spread the rumor that 
there is nothing doctrinal involved in the Auburn 
Affirmation. This rumor, regardless of its source, 
is untrue. It is true that the Auburn Affirmation 
is a cleverly written document with some pious 
phraseology slightly obscuring its real intent. But 
once a person has seen exactly what it says, there 
is no disguising the fact that it is a vicious attack 
on the Word of God. 


The five doctrines involved are the truth of 
Holy Seripture, the factuality of the Virgin Birth 
of Christ, His miracles, His sacrifice on Calvary 
to satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God, 
and His resurrection. | 


The real purpose of the document is partially 
obscured because it states that some of the signers 
believe some of these doctrines. That is true. Some 
of the signers believe some; but they all deny the 
inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures. They all hold 


that the basis of the Westminster Confession is 


harmful and that the Bible contains errors. This 
attack on the Bible is of fundamental importance 
because obviously if the Bible be rejected, why 


should the religion of the Bible be retained? You. 


cannot well impugn the veracity of the Scriptures 
and then accept the content of the Scriptures. 


Because this point is so serious, evidence is not 
to be omitted. On page five of the Auburn 
Affirmation you may read these words: “There 
Is no assertion in the Scriptures that their writers 
were kept ‘from error.’ The confession of Faith 
does not make this assertion;—The doctrine of 


inerrancy, intended to enhance the authority 
of the Scriptures, in fact impairs their supreme 
authority for faith and life, weakens the testimony 
of the Church to the power of God unto salvation 
through Jesus Christ.” 


Now kindly note this strange fact. The Auburn 
Affirmation states that to believe the Bible is 
true impairs its authority and weakens the testi- 
mony of the Church. Or, in other words, in order 
for the Bible to be authoritative, it must contain 
error; and, no doubt, the more erroneous it is, 
the more authoritative it can be. 


But what does the Confession say? In Chapter 
I, Section 4, you may read: “The authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, for which it ought to be believed 
and obeyed, dependeth—wholly upon God (who is 
truth itself) the author thereof; and therefore it 
is to be received, because it is the Word of God. 


Study also Chapter XIV, Section 2. “By this 
(saving) faith, a Christian believeth to be true 
whatsoever is revealed in the Word, for the au- 
thority of God Himself speaking therein ... ” 


The Auburn Affirmation says it is wrong and 
harmful to believe true whatsoever is revealed. 
Thus the signers of the Auburn Affirmation are 
seen to be antagonistic to the very basis of Chris- 
tian faith. In denying the truth of the Bible, 
they repudiate their own Confession, and so have 
no rightful place in the Presbyterian ministry. 
Do they perchance reply that they agree with the 
Confession that the Scriptures are the Word of 
God, and that they deny only that the Scriptures 
are inerrant? God forbid that they make that 
reply. For if they say that they believe the Bible 
is the Word of God, and at the same time claim 
that the Bible contains error, it follows, does it 
not, that they call God a liar, since He has spoken 
falsely? Either they have openly repudiated the 
Confession or else they have called God a liar. 
In either case they have no rightful place in the 
Presbyterian ministry. 


The Auburn Affirmation is more generous 
toward the other four points. The Virgin Birth, 
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the miracles, the resurrection, which orthodox 
Presbyterians regard as historical facts, the Af- 
firmationists regard as permitted theories. 


On page six of the Auburn Affirmation, after 
referring to the five points, emphasized by the 
General Assembly of 1923, it states: “—this opinion 
of the General Assembly attempts to commit our 
Church to certain theories concerning the inspira- 
tion of the Bible, and the Incarnation, the Atone- 
ment, the Ressurrection—Some of us regard the 
particular theories contained in the deliverance of 
the General Assembly of 1923 as satisfactory ex- 
planations of these facts and doctrines. But we 
are united in believing that these are not the only 
theories allowed by the Scriptures and our Stan- 
dards as explanations of these facts and doctrines 
of our religion, and that all who hold to these 
facts and doctrines, whatever theories they many 
employ to explain them, are worthy of all confi- 
dence and fellowship.”’ 


Now to be concrete, what “theory”? other than 
the historical fact of the Virgin Birth, can you 
think of to explain the Incarnation? There is one 
which the anti-christian Celsus used in his effort 
to defame Christ. If Christ be not Virgin-Born, 
and if, as both Joseph and Mary claim, Joseph 
was not Jesus’ father, whose son is he? Does the 
Auburn Affirmation really mean that one who 
accepts this view of our Lord’s birth is worthy 


of all confidence and fellowship? That is exactly | 


what the Auburn Affirmation means. It says de- 
finitely that ministers are worthy of confidence 
“whatever theories they many employ to explain” 
the Incarnation. | 


Consider next Christ’s sacrificial death by which 
He satisfies divine justice and reconciles us to God. 
This too is declared unessential, and Christians are 
asked to put confidence in men who deny this 
doctrine, who so long as they use the word ‘“‘Atone- 
ment” may employ any random theory to explain 
it. Christ’s death, then, may be nothing but an 
example, and our salvation may depend on our 
efforts to imitate His good deeds. No longer will 
salvation be entirely by grace. And we are told 
that these men are worthy of confidence ‘‘what- 
ever theories they may employ to explain” the 
Atonement. : 


Is there time also to refer briefly to the resurrec- 
tion? This too is reduced to a permitted but un- 
essential theory. The signers of the Auburn Af- 
firmation may have in mind some theory of spirit- 
ual resurrection as opposed to the fact that Christ 
rose from the grave with the same body which He 
suffered. The Auburn Affirmationists, on the 
one hand, may hold to some sort of spiritual re- 
surrection; but on the other hand, Jesus Christ 
said: “Handle me and see, for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye behold me having.” Apparent- 
ly Jesus would not have been eligible to sign the 
Auburn Affirmation. The signers of the Auburn 
Affirmation say the bodily resurrection—and that 
is the only kind of resurrection worth talking 
about—is unessential. But Paul says: “If Christ 
hath not been raised, then is our preaching vain, 
your faith is also vain.’”’ You will note that Paul’s 
name does not occur among the signers of the 
Auburn Affirmation. No, you will not find Paul 
asking us to put confidence in men “whatever 


theories they may employ to explain,” or better 


to explain away the resurrection. 


If, now, the Auburn Affirmation had been sign- 
ed by only two or three persons, it would still be 
incumbent upon Presbyterians to ask them to 
repent and recant, or to remove them from the 


ministry. 
there might be little cause for alarm. As a matter 
of fact, thirteen hundred ministers in the U. S. 4. 
church signed this heretical document. And _ yet 
this number, large as it is, does not itself reveal 
the full significance of the situation. One must 
see also to what extent this type of theology con. 
trols the boards and agencies of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. From time to time there 
have been prepared lists of Auburn Affirmationists 


who hold responsible positions in the ecclesiastica] 


machinery. These positions include the moderators 
of Presbyteries, of Synods, and of the Genera] 
Assembly; directors of seminaries, at one time 
twenty-two members of the Board of Nationa] 
Missions were Affirmationists; and so on through 
the various important positions in the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


- But not even this list of positions indicates 
the total depravity of that Church. Realize also 
that there are numerous other office holders who, 
although they have not signed the Auburn Af. 
firmation, approve its principles and, far from 
protesting against it, cheerfully cooperate with its 
signers in the work of the various boards and 
agencies. Try to mention any secretary of any 
board, try to mention any official who has at- 
tempted to defend the Word of God against this 
Auburn attack. None can be named; there are 
none; they cooperate with the Affimationists, 
they approve the same policies, and have taken 
their stand against the Holy Scriptures and against 
the Confession they vowed to defend. | 


In addition to these office holders who cooperate 
with the signers of the heretical Auburn Affirma- 
tion, there are the ministers who take their orders 
from headquaters, who in their Presbyteries re- 
gularly vote with this Bible dishonoring band. 
They may not have signed the document, but they 
have voted its principles into effect and have 
banished the orthodox from their denomination. 
Try to mention any minister who has made any 
serious, public attempt to discipline the signers of 
the heretical Auburn Affirmation. When has any- 
one in the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
heard a sermon defending the Atonement and the 
Resurrection against this attack? What minister 
has brought the matter before Presbytery? 


Some years ago the modernist used to talk in 
favor of an inclusive Church. The church, they 
said, was big enough to include all brands of theo- 
logy. Today, however, they have changed their 
tune. They now have excommunicated the ortho- 
dox. The Affirmationist officials and their sup- 
porters decreed that those who remained true to 


~ the Word of God, those who objected to the General 


Assembly’s placing its own authority above that 
of the Bible, those who would not obey an order 
to support modernism and those who took their 
ordination vows seriously, had to be expelled from 
the church. 


The most important of these expulsions was that 
of the late J. Gresham Machen. He had been 
accused of disobeying a legal order and of telling 
lies about the Board of Foreign Missions. He 
was brought to trial. He wanted to defend hin- 
self by arguing that the order to support modern- 
ism was illegal and that what he had said about the 
Board of Foreign Missions was true. It was sup- 
posed to be a judicial trial, but his judges ab- 
solutely refused him the right to present his de- 
fense. On the Permanent Judicial Commission, 
which made final disposal of his case, half of the 
ministers had signed the Auburn Affirmation. No 


But if only two or three had signed, : 
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wonder the Bible-Bélieving Christians were ex- 
pelled from the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 


This, then, in brief, is the situation conservative 
Christians must meet. Shall the truth of the 
Bible be upheld or shall orders to support modern- 
ism be made the supreme authority over men’s 
eonscience? This is- no tivial matter; it is rather 
a life and death struggle between two mutually 
exclusive religions. One religion can without harm 
to its integrity reject the infallible Word of God, 
deny the Virgin Birth, repudiate Christ’s pro- 


pitiatory sacrifice, and deny the _ resurrection. 
That religion will remain complete even if all these 
things are eliminated; but that religion is not 
Christianity. 


The other religion is Christjanity because it 
accepts the Bible as the very word of God, who 
cannot lie, because it makes Christ’s sacrifice to 
satisfy divine justice the only basis of salvation, 
and because it glories in the historical fact of the 


resurrection. 


The Light In The Face 
Of Jesus Christ 


By A Missionary From Korea 


Korea is one of the countries we read about in 


- the newspapers now. Before the war it was under 


the rule of Japan, but is now free. This story 
dates back about twelve years when there were 
many missionaries at work in that land. 


The capital is a very old city called Seoul. On 
a Sunday afternoon in early fall, on the crowded 
streets of this city, some boys were having a game 
of marbles. The traffic went on all about them, 
but it didn’t disturb them in the least, for there 
were only ox carts and an occasional automobile, 
pedestrians going in every directions and women 
merchants carrying their wares in baskets on their 
heads or tied with straps to their backs. The 
crowd moved leisurely in the warm sunlight, as if 
there were no hurry any where in the world. A 
young man in the gray uniform of a student, saw 
the marble game and stopped to speak to the boys. 
Wouldn’t they like to go with him to Sunday 
School? It was being held in a little mud hut down 
an alley not far away. Why sure, the boys would 
like to go, anything for something to do. Good 
naturedly they pocketed the marbles, and laughing 
and talking they went with the young teacher who 
was only a school boy himself. They found a 


crowded room when they left the street, and going © 


through a wooden door into a bare courtyard, saw 


off to one side, the little mud hut. The children 


were mostly boys, but there were a number of 
little girls, too, with black pig tails which reached 
almost to the bottom of their bright colored skirts. 
Some had babies tied to their backs. The new- 
comers took their places on the floor near the 


rear of the room and looked about with mild in- 


terest to see what it was all about. 


One of the boys was Kim I] Sung, an only son 
of a well-to-do-rice merchant. Kim is the last name 
and Il Sung the given name, that’s the way they 
do it over there, like Smith Johnny. I] Sungie had 
never been in a Sunday School before, and so didn’t 
know what the children meant by the Bible verses 
they recited all together. He had never heard any 
songs except the. kindergarten songs that tiny 
children sing, and the love songs he had heard sung 
by the geisher girls when his father sometimes en- 
tertained his friends at dinner. But some one 
handed him a little red-backed book and pointed 
at the words of a song the teacher was going to 
show the children how to sing. Soon I] Sungie was 
Joining in with the others and singing with all his 
heart, and enjoying it. He didn’t understand the 


Younes Readers’ Page 


words of the song, but it was fun to shout them 
out just the same. He found himself reciting Bible 
verses, too, in unison with the other children. He 
scarcely listened when the teacher explained the 
meaning of the words, but he had a good memory, 
and the words themselves stayed with him, and he 
recited them to his mother late that evening when 
they were sitting together on the warm living-room 
floor. One of them was, “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”’ 


Kim Il Sung’s mother loved her boy and she 
smiled at him as he recited the words and told 
her of the songs. “But I doubt if your father would 
like you to learn such things, “she said, “for we 
are people who worship our honorable ancestors; 
that has been our religion always. 


‘“‘What does that religion mean, Mother?” asked 
the little boy. 


“Well, my son, we belong to an ancient high 
class family, and we are very proud of it. Our 
ancestral tombs are in a beautiful spot high on 
a mountain not far out from Seoul. Once a year 
we visit them and wail for our ancestors to show 
our respect. We carry food for them in a basket. 
The good rice we put in the best brass bowls, we 
take fruit, and fish, and, of course, Kimchi, our 
own national pickel.’’ 


“‘But, Mother, do the honorable spirits come and 
eat the food?” 


“No, dear little boy, they come, yes, but they 
are spirits, so they can only eat the essence of the 
food, the odor, the fragrance of it.’”’ Il Sungie 
prem his head slowly as if he was trying to under- 
stand. 


“Then,” the mother continued, “we eat the food 
ourselves in a solemn feast there at the tomb, or we 
bring it home and eat it.” 


“Does that religion help us, Mother dear?” 


“Oh, yes, of course,” the mother said rather 
vaguely,” well, I’ll tell you, if we do these things, 
somehow it keeps the evil spirits from coming and 
bringing sickness and calamity upon us. At least 
that is what they say.” 


But in spite of what his mother said Il Sungie 
went again and again to the Christian Sunday 
School because he liked it. He saved the pennies © 
his father gave him to buy sweets at the market, 
and brought home one of the song books. He 
concealed it carefully under his sleeping pad, and 
on Sunday slipped it under his jacket when he went 
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out to play, in order to have it with him when the 
teacher came by calling the boys to Sunday School. 


One Sunday afternoon there was a new person at 
Sunday School. It was a tall pale-faced foreigner, 
but as I] Sungie looked at him he was not afraid, 
for there was a kindly light in his face, like the 
light that shone in the face of the school boy 
teacher. What was the light? Il Sungie wondered 
about it, he couldn’t explain, only he knew it drew 
him with gentle irresistible cords to those who had 
it. They called the stranger a missionary. He 
noticed Il Sungie, and, wonder of wonders, he gave 
him a little Bible and showed him certain passages 
marked in red pencil. How I] prized that book, 
and now he had two treasures to hide beneath his 
pad, and to carry hidden under his jacket lest his 
father see and forbid his going to Sunday School. 


Then something happened to Il Sungie, he found ~ 


himself listening when the missionary told about 
One who died to give a precious, new, everlasting 
life to people in the world. He listened when they 
told how all are sinners, and he knew that he, too, 
was a sinner needing to be saved by this wonderful 
Saviour. The great Teacher and Revealer of sin 
was working in his heart, and one Sunday Il 
Sungie ran weeping up to the front while the 
missionary with a wonderful love light in his face 
was talking of the dear Saviour who died on a 
cross, who let the whole burden of sin and curse 
for a lost world fall upon his innocent, pure, holy 
shoulders that guilty sinners might be saved by 
grace. Little I] Sungie fell on his face sobbing and 
crying out to Jesus to save him, for he was one of 
those sinners. He clung to his mother and wept as 
he told her of it that night, and he didn’t know it, 
but the love light of Jesus in his heart shone on 
his own earnest little face as he tried to explain it 
to her. She couldn’t understand but she loved her 
little boy and thought he was beautiful. She no- 
ticed he was different, too, he wouldn’t try to de- 
ceive his father, he was gentle and obedient in the 
home, and had lost his old selfish domineering 
spirit as he played with the boys. He told his 
father about the Lord Jesus and begged him to 
believe with a boldness that frightened the quiet, 
retiring little mother. But the father was troubled 
over business affairs and gave a rough answer to 
the boy, and pushed him away, scarcely hearing 
the words, and not at all understanding the mean- 
ing. | 

And now it was fall time again, bright warm 
days, day after day, to dry the golden rice lying 
ripe in the fields. But the roads were dusty on the 
unpaved streets, and an epidemic of a dread dis- 
ease spread through the crowded city. Suddenly II 
Sungie was stricken and the fever raged in his 
poor burning little body. In his delirium he quoted 
passages from the precious Book he loved, and 
sang snatches of hymns: ‘‘What can wash away 
our sins? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”’ He was 
saying the words of John 3:16 in a far-away 
voice, “‘For God so loved the world,’’ when sud- 
denly his voice stilled, his eyes opened wide and 
he half arose, looking into his grief stricken mo- 
ther’s face, and said: “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions—oh, mother, it is so beautiful— 
I am going to be with Jesus.” And the light faded 
from his face. Il Sungie’s glad spirit had gone to 
dwell with his Lord. 


The little mother had scarcely time to realize 
her loss, for even as she turned from her son she 
saw that her husband was stricken, too, and in a 
daze she folded the quilt over the silent little 


form, and arose to nurse the desperately ill fathe 
A few brief, cruel days and it was all over, and 
she who had been loved and protected found her. 
self alone in the world. When they took her boy’ 
bed and rice bowl out to burn them in the fire that 
the evil spirits that haunted them might be de 
stroyed, she slipped the worn little. books out fron 
under the pad and hid them on a high shelf, fo; 
they were al] she had left of the dear little gop 
who had been the light of her eyes. 


_She had a brother away down in a southern pro. 
vince and he came to see if he could help her. He 
found, when the husband’s debts were paid, that 
there was nothing left, so he persuaded her -to 
leave the home she had loved, and go with him to 
the little mountain village where he lived. He built 
her a tiny two-room house, and the kindly village 
folks showed her how to raise silk worms, for she 
must make her own living now. Her heart was 
weary with grief and loneliness and often at night 
she would take out I] Sungie’s books and hold 
them to her heart and draw comfort from the 
memories they stirred in her of a happy little boy 
face aglow with love for an unseen Lord. She be- 
gan to read the marked passages, for women in her 
station of life are often taught to read, and as she 
read the living words they comforted her in a 
strange way. The Holy Spirit was working in her 
heart, though she didn’t know it then. She did 
know that there was a growing love for the Book, 


and the meaning often shone out very clearly as 


she read. She knew, too, that in it she found her 
only source of comfort. 


When she went to gather mulberry leaves for 
her silk worms, often she would climb high on a 
mountain trail, for there were leaves in great 
abundance there, and there was a little charcoal 
burner’s wife, who also came to gather leaves and 
would keep her company. She found special satis- 
faction and peace in her reading, one day, and as 
the two of them walked side by side, she found 
herself telling her friend of the Lord she was 
learning to know and love. The charcoal burner’s 
wife listened in wonder, and that night told her 
husband of it for he was a simple good man and 
she was not afraid of him as many wives were of 
their husbands. 


“T have heard the story before,” he said, ‘‘for I 
go to the great market town to sell charcoal every 
fifth day, and there is a tall foreigner who often 
comes to market, not to buy, but to give what he 
calls tracts to all who will take them. There is a 
Korean teacher, too, who is often with him and 
who holds meetings in a building called a church, 
or house of worship, on every first day. I went 
with some friends to hear him once, and he spoke 
good words. It was all about one whom he called 
the Lord Jesus, and whom he declared had died 
and risen again. I liked to hear about it. If we ask 
him he might come over here and tell us who live 
in the village more about Him.” And so it came 
about that in a remote cave of the mountains the 
glad tidings was proclaimed, and many came to 
hear and believe, and precious souls were born into 
the kingdom. 3 


There was a warm May night when a great silver 
moon flooded the mountain and the village lying at 
her feet with soft light. The villagers had spread 
rough rice-straw mattings all about the door of I! 
Sungie’s mother’s cottage until there was room to 
seat every one. A woman missionary had come and 
was going to read and explain, as His Holy Spirit 
led, the words of God’s Book. . 
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The people had already learned to sing many of 
the hymns from the native leader who came from 
the market town often now, and already tonight 
the singing had begun. The children were crowded 
in front. The women came next, the Christian men 
in a group to one side, and back in the shadow the 
men who hadn’t yet learned to believe. Later, 
some of these did give their hearts to Jesus, but 
some never did. 3 


Now they are telling the story of the creation 


and God’s beautiful Garden of Eden, and now the 


sad story of the serpent, Satan, who deceived the 
first man and woman, how they disobeyed God and 
began the awful history of Sin. But now they are 
telling of the Blessed Son of God who died on the 
cross to open the way for sinners to come back to 
God again free of sin, in newness of life, where 
there is only joy—no fear, no superstitition, no 
pain, no death. Il Sungie’s mother listened with 
rapt attention, her face flooded with the love light 
that Jesus sheds in the hearts of those who yield 
themselves unreservedly to Him. And now, months 
have passed, and there is a little church building 


in the village put up by the believers themselves. 


There are deacons and a leader who holds services 
twice on Sunday as well as Sunday School both 
morning and afternoon, and a mid-week service 
also. 

This is a picture of how the Holy Spirit works in 
lands where the gospel is newly proclaimed. The 


working is all of the Lord, but He uses native 
Christians and missionaries, both men and women, 


-as His instruments, because from the beginning He 


has planned to do it so. 


Would you who read this little story like to be- 
come chosen of Him for this work? If you are will- 
ing perhaps you may be. 


BIBLE QUIZ 


The answer to each of these begins with the 
letter “‘K”’: 


(1) “Give us a to judge us.”’ (2) Wife of 
Abraham, after Sarah’s death. (3) A bird. (4) 
What Pharoah dreamed about. (5) Where a man 
lived, who “slew two lion-like men.” (6) Where 
Miriam died. (7) Saul’s father. (8) Father of Jo- 
hanan. (9) Flesh and blood cannot inherit it. (10) 
Job’s second daughter, born after his trials. (11) 
Son of Man was betrayed with it. (12) What to do 
with the Sabbath Day. 


‘Ajoy 
(ZL) ‘SSIM (TT) (OL) “‘wopsury (6) 
(8) (L) ‘ysepey (9) ‘[vezqey ‘oury 
(vy) (Z) “sury ([) :Sstemsuy 


Sabbath School Lessons 


_ By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For August 4: Jesus 
And The Sabbath 


Scripture: Exodus 20:8-11; Nehemiah 13:15-18; 
Psalm 92:1-2; 118:24; Matthew 12:9-13; Mark 1:23- 
34; 2:28-28; 3:1-5. Devotional Reading: Psalm: 
34:1-8. 


As suggested in Psalm 34, we should bless the 
Lord “at all times’’, and His praise should be 
continually in our mouths; the Lord should be 
magnified and His name exalted. God has done 
so much for us that we ought not to begrudge 
Him any amount of time spent in worship and 
praise. Surely when He asks us for one day in 
seven we cannot complain, but gladly give it to 
the One Who has given to us so richly and grac- 


lously. 


There are several important truths to consider as 
we come to study our lesson today: (1) The Sabbath 
was made for man—for the physical rest so neces- 
sary for his body; for mental rest for brains and 
nerves; for soul refreshment, to feed his higher 
nature: (2) Back of the Sabbath we find three 
great facts: Creation, Redemption, (see reason 
given in Deut. 5:15), Resurrection (as we think of 
the Christian Sabbath, the Lord’s Day, the First 
Day of the week); (3) It should be a day of 
Gladness when we realize the full meaning of all 
that is involved. ; 


The Sabbath Law Stated. Ex. 20:8-11 (see Deut. 
5:15). Work is commanded for six days as well 


as rest on the Sabbath. If men would work dili- 
gently for six days there would be no need for 
Sabbath work. A great deal of the work done on 
the Sabbath is entirely unnecessary; some prefer 
to work on the Lord’s Day because they get better 
pay; some because it suits them. The reason given 
in Exodus is that God set the example by doing 
His work of creation in six days and resting the 
seventh. An additional reason is stated in Deute- 
ronomy: ‘‘Remember that thou wast a servant in the 
land of Egypt and that the Lord brought thee out; 
therefore the Lord commanded thee to keep the 
Sabbath.”’ The first reason applies to ALL men; 
the second, to Israel. But since He has redeemed 
us from the slavery of sin even as He redeemed 
Israel from the bondage of Pharoah, we, too, can 
think of Redemption in connection with the Sab- 
bath. 

This statement of the Law of the Sabbath in the 


Decalog makes it a permanent law. It is put with 
all these other Moral Laws and receives the sanc- 


tion of our Savior both by example and precept. 


The Sabbath Law Rigidly Enforced: Nehemiah 
13:15-18. Nehemiah was a Puritan long before 
the time of the Puritans; the Oliver Cromwell of 
Jewish history—a governor who felt the moral 


_ responsibility of his office, a patriot who loved 


his country, a statesman of integrity who sacrific- 
ed his ease and wealth for the good of his people. 
We do not find many Nehemiahs in political life. 


First, he saw, (saw I). He kept his eyes open 
and knew what was going on in the land. So many 
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of our public men conveniently keep their eyes 
shut to the evils that prevail in business and social 
life. Do our public leaders see the terrible dese- 
eration of the Sabbath today? Do they not often 
make the Sabbath a convenient day to “put across’’ 
some political scheme, or to enjoy a period of 
recreation? Would it not be a wonderful blessing 
and inspiration if these men would set a worthy 
example for the common citizens to follow? 


Second, “I contended.’’ He took the nobles to 
task for the profanation of the Sabbath and re- 
minded them that their present plight was caused 
directly by this very sin. De we ever find a public 
man today “‘contending’’ for the Sabbath? Do not 
many of them ‘“contend’’ for lowering of the 
standards, a doing away with “Blue Laws’’? Do 
any of them ever even hint that at least part of 
our terrible plight has been caused by dishonoring 
God in profaning His Day? 


Third, “I testified against them.’ Twice these 
words are used. What would happen today if some 
outstanding political leader should ‘‘testify” against 
all the buying and selling and other violations of 
God’s Law? Would his fellow politicans think he 
was crazy? 


Fourth, ‘I command the Levites.”” Here is a 
civil officer reproving a religious group. Have we 
been lax in our duty in regard to this Law? Is it 
not time that we speak out plainly in regard to 
this sin? If we wait for some governor to remind 
us, We may wait a long time. 


This first rate patriot and leader soon put a 
stop to this evil. We, too, could enforce a Sabbath 
Law and a Prohibition Law, if we would. 


The Sabbath a Day of Thanksgiving, praise, and 
joy: Ps. 92:1-2; 118:24. If it is a ‘“‘good thing” to 
sing praises to God every morning and every night, 
surely it is a blessed thing to spend one whole day 
in worship and joyful praise. By His resurrection 
Christ has been exalted and made the ‘“‘head of the 
corner.”’ The Christian Sabbath is His resurrection 
Day. This is indeed ‘‘the Day which the Lord has 
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it,’ for the 
day He arose from the grave is the “‘gladdest day”’ 
in all the world. 


Lawful to do well on the Sabbath: Matthew 12:9- 
13. The scribes and Pharisees had made the Sab- 
bath a burden instead of a blessing; a day when you 
could not “do well.” It seems strange that they 
should even ask the question, ‘Is it lawful to heal 
on the sabbath day?’’ Common sense and common 
compassion would show the truth. They expressed 
both in dealing with animals: why were they so 
stupid and hard-hearted when it came to men? 
“How much then is a man better than a sheep?’ 
If we pull a sheep out of a pit, why not pull a man 
out of the clutches of some disease or demon? 
This was one of the “works of mercy”? of which our 
Catechism speaks. (Read and ponder the very wise 
answers in our Catechism; they sum up the Bible 
teaching). 


A Busy Sabbath Day: Mark 1:21-34. Part was 
spent in the synagogue where Jesus, as His custom 
was, had gone to worship. A man was there with 
an unclean spirit. Jesus cast out the demon and 
all were amazed. Is not casting out evil spirits a 
fine way to spend part of the Sabbath? Evil 
thoughts and evil feelings, too should leave our 
hearts as we worship in the Lord’s house. It is 
“doing well” to get rid of evil. 


Part was spent in the home of Simon and Andrey, 
Here, too, a work of love and mercy was perform. 
ed. The presence of Jesus will do much to calm the 
fever in all our homes and_hearts, as well as the 
fever in the body. | 


At eventide all the city was gathered at the 
door. This was a clinic long to be remembered. 
Where is another like it? The Great Physician at 
work doing good and healing all manner of sickness 
and disease. It is no wonder that after such a 
strenous day He rose up a great while before day 
and departed into a solitary place to pray. For 
Him, prayer was better than sleep and rest. 


A work of Necessity: Mark 2:23-28. And Mercy: 
Mark 3:1-5. To care for life, to eat when hungry, 
> also a God-given law. The Sabbath was made 

or man. 


Mark 3:1-5 is similar to the passage from Mat- 


thew. He asks the questions here and is “grieved 
for the hardness of their hearts.’’ How can sen- 
sible men with any sort of feeling for their fellow- 
men be as stubborn and hardhearted as _ these 
Pharisees were? 


tin. 


Lesson For August 11: Jesus And — 


: Home Relationships 


Scripture: Exodus 20:12; Matthew 7:9-12; Mark 
7:6-13; Luke 2:41-52; Ephesians 6:1-4; Hebrews 
12:7b-11. Devotional Reading: Colossians 3:12- 
24. 


Let us stop a moment on our exceedingly rich 
Devotional Reading. ‘‘A heart of compassion,” (R. 
V., vs. 12) is the heart of the home. Unless we 
begin with this we will not get far in Home Re- 
lationships. ‘‘Forebearing one another and for- 
giving one another’’—even as Christ’’—‘‘teaching 
and admonishing one another,” through the word 
of Christ. Whatever we do, let our heart be in our 


work. If, as Dr. Whyte says, ‘“‘the heart is the © 


man,” then we may say, “the heart is the home,” 
‘‘a heart of compassion.”’ 


Exodus 20:12: Honor in the Home. ‘Honor 
thy father and mother that thy days may be long” 
—the first commandment with promise. 
being shortened today because we do not heed 
this command, or claim this promise? If we can 
judge by the way we hear some children ‘talk 
back” to their parents, we are fearful that God’s 
wrath and curse must rest upon many young 
people. On the other hand, let us who are parents 


be sure that we deserve the honor and respect of. 


our children. We make it hard for our children to 
keep this command sometimes. 


Matthew 7:9-12: The Golden Rule in the Home. 
The Golden Rule is a good rule for the home, but 
let us remember that a “Golden Heart’”—a new 
heart, a regenerated heart, made clean by the Holy 
Spirit, —must precede the Golden Rule, for no 
natural man even wants to be guided by God’s 
Rule. We should give “good gifts’ to our children. 
Our Father gives good gifts to us, even the Holy 
Spirit, to those that ask Him. 


If this rule were the rule in the home—and it 
ought to be in Christian homes—we feel that 
many of our homes would stand which are now 
going to pieces, and many would be happy which 
are now filled with strife. Men talk glibly about 
the Golden Rule in business, in national life and 
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even international] relationships, and in the home— 
and forget what we wish to emphasize again: there 
must be a change, a “new birth,” through the 
power of the Holy Spirit before there can be any 
real attempt to keep this rule. The Golden Rule 
is; NOT the rule that the natural man follows, be 
he never so well educated, or civilized, or cultured. 
Germany was an educated, civilized, ‘‘cultured”’ 
nation, but she had a beast’s heart and a beast’s 
rule: “might makes right.” So our homes must 
have something far better than a ‘“‘rule’’; they must 
have LIFE through the Living Christ. 


Mark 7:6-13: Hypocrisy in the Home. Men can 
be hyppocrites anywhere—even in the home. Why 
do we try to “‘wear a mask’”’ before our loved ones, 
the inner circle? And where is a mask more 
hideous? It is easy to “follow tradition” instead 
of the Word of God, and thus make God’s com- 
mands of none effect. The Command says, “honor” 
thy father and mother, and honor means care for. 
We pretend to “give” to the Lord and rob our 
parents. Has not the church been guiltv in this 
as well as the Pharisees? When poor people are 
persuaded to will to the church what their own 


families ought to have; when we give to the church 


instead of caring for our fathers and mothers, we 
are making this command of none effect. God is 
honored by keeping His commands—‘‘to obey is 
better than sacrifice.’”’ To bequeath a fortune to 
some religious body with an idea of buying our 
way into heaven, and care not for those of our 
own household is to be “‘worse than an unbeliever.”’ 
May all of us who are church leaders remember 
these words. Giving to the Lord is a blessed thing, 
but he gives best who obeys. 


Luke 2:41-52: Growing in the Home. A perfect 
boy in a well nigh perfect home! He could not 
help but grow. His own nature was without sin; 


Mary was no doubt as near a perfect mother as - 


any sinner can be; Joseph, His foster-father, was 
a Spirit-enlightened and splendid character; the 
whole atmosphere of the home at Nazareth was 
most wholesome. 


We are not surprised to find this twelve year 
old boy more than equal to the masters in Israel, 
as He asked and answered questions in the Temple. 
His mind quickly developed and His spirit was in 
complete harmony with His Father. Would that 
we could see our children develop this way! May 
we not pray that their hearts may be regenerated 
and that they may grow in grace as He grew— 
mentally, physically, spiritually, socially. We see so 
many “lop-sided”’ boys and girls, with one or more 
senses stunted. May God grant to us a full-round- 
ed growth in character and body! 


Ephesians 6:1-4: Particular Directions. Children: 
obey; honor. ‘‘What are you teaching your child?” 
a very prominent teacher was asked, ‘‘I am teach- 
ing her to obey,’”’ he replied.- If all parents were 
as wise, our reform schools, and jails would not be 
so full of young people... ‘“‘The crime wave begins 
in the eradle.” 


Fathers: “provoke not’”—‘“bring them up.” We 
have seen “nagging” fathers as well as disobedient 
children. Jt is easy to ruin the disposition of a 
little one; to cause them to stumble; and it is a 
most terrible sin, as our Savior tells us. 


“Bring them up’—not just let them grow up. 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” These 
are still wise words, even in 1946. Do something 
—yea everything—to help your children grow: 
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THE INFALLIBLE WORD 


A Symposium by the Members of the Faculty of 
Westminster Theological Seminary. Price ‘$2.50 
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Presbyterian Journal free with each copy of this 
book ordered from us. The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


see that they grow straight; keep the weeds from 
choking the tender plant; cultivate, and water with 
many tears and prayers. The most beautiful thing 
in the world is to see a child grow in the right way. 


Mothers are not mentioned. Do mothers ever 
‘nag’? Do mothers ever fail to “bring” their 
children? We have heard of some children who 


“just growed up.” 


Servants—be obedient—not with eye _ service. 
And “ye masters,” remember your own Master! 
The principles stated here would solve many of 
our servant problems, and more complex and far- 
reaching problems of our business life today. 


These. particular directions touch every member 
of the home. | 


Hebrews 12:7b-11: Chastening in the Home. 


- Chastening is not pleasant, but it is profitable. God 


loves His children; therefore He chastens them in 
order that they may bear the peaceable fruits of 


righteousness. 


If we love our children—really love them—we 
will chasten them. Chastening is sad business, 
both for the parents and for the child, but it Is 
most necessary. It should be done with patience, 
self-control, prayer. How we have failed in our 
manner and methods! We often chasten in anger 
instead of great love. May our Father in heaven, 
our wise and loving Father, help us in this most 
difficult duty! Who is sufficient for these things? 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For August 


Special Emphasis For The 
Month: Comradeship 


Genuine comradeship, unstrained and unfeigned 
fellowship with those of like mind and desires, is 
one of the most enjoyable and satisfying experienc- 
es of life, but such comradeship among people is 
in danger of becoming a lost art. | 


We modern people live in a strain of hurry and 
activity. We think that we must always be doing 
something. When a group gathers for an evening 
together everybody thinks that the members of the 
group must all have a few cocktails in order to 
loosen things up and make everybody sociable. 
Most young folks think that when the gang gets 
together they must dance or go somewhere for if 
they don’t the evening will be a flop. 
so full of hurry that today many, many folks be- 
lieve in religious activity but they feel the time 
wasted that we stop for worship. | 


This modern obcession with activity is robbing 
us of all the things in life that every one of us 
wants. Let us take an illustration of marriage. 
A boy meets a girl and they begin to go steady. 
Soon they have that funny itching around the 
heart that you can’t scratch, and they decide to get 
married. They want more than anything else in the 
world to be happy. But during their courting days 
they have dates, and each date was a mad whirl 
of doing something and going somewhere. It was 
fun. They get married. The boy has to work all 
day, and when he comes home at night the wife 
wants to dress up and go out, she has been at home 
all day, but the boy is too tired. Or maybe they 
both want to go, but the family income won’t stand 
it. Or maybe the gang just dropped them, for we 
get old faster than we think. After a few nights 
of sitting and looking at each other they begin to 
lose their glamor. After a while they get on 
each other’s nerves, and pretty soon one of them 
is going around to see a lawyer because they are 
incompatable, a long word that describes two people 
who never grew up but married before they took 
time to think. 


This illustration about marriage could be worked 
out in many other relationships of life, but the 
point is we must learn the art of true comradeship 
and fellowship or we shall miss all the best things 
in life. Our emphasis for this month is “Comrade- 
ship.”” Let us study this question by seeing the 
foundations of true comradeship in our life now 
and in married life through the years to come. 


August 4: A Date Is Like A Song 


Introduction 


Once upon a time many years ago I attended a 
revival meeting with a little girl friend of mine, 
and we sat up on the second row and sang lustily 
all the songs in the book. After one song on which 
we had really let out our lungs the song leader 
called us to come up on the platform and sing a 
duet for the congregation. That was my first and 


People are 


last debut on the concert stage, for it was miserable 
sounding and I felt worse. On the way home my 
girl friend explained all the trouble. She sgaij 
“TI would have been alright if you had known th 
tune,” and I came right back,” Well I would hay 
‘been ok if you had known the words.”’ 


There is a law to music, and if two people sing 
a duet so that they and everybody else enjoy 
there are certain laws of tempo, tune, harmony 
and words that both must obey. And a date is like 
a song. When you or I look across the aisle anj 
see a pretty face or a sweet smile we instinctly 
say, “Boy, I’d like to get together with that.” By 
it takes more than a pretty face to insure us a good 
time on a date. Certain laws of men and God 
must be obeyed. 


When we begin to talk about dates there ar 
two kinds: dates that are serious and dates that 
might get serious. Let us look at the Scripture ani 
find several principles that must guide and control 
us On all dates, serious or otherwise, then let’s out- 


line some of the things that should be true of us if 


we are to enjoy the not-so-serious dates, and then 
the principles that must control us after we have 
found ‘‘the one”? and our dates are really serious. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Fellowship with God: 1 John 1:3-4. God has 
commanded us to marry only true believers in 
Christ, and every time you go out you are throw 
with young people from which your future mate 
may come; therefore in all your friendships, be 
sure that they are founded on a Christian basis and 
that your fellowship is fellowship in the Lord. 


2. Separation from the World: 1 John 2:15-17. 
The world thinks that you must always dance, drink, 
or go some where to have a good time. Be sure 
that Christ and truth determine what you do and 
not mere world practises. The world must have 
amusement. The word comes from ‘a’ which 
means ‘‘not’’, and ‘“‘muse,’”? which means “think.” 
In other words people who can’t think must have 
amusement, and judging by the quality and conse- 
quences of many of our amusements it is plain t 
see that a lot of people are not thinking. ; 


3. Purity of Life: 2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Tim. 4:12; 
Matt. 5:8. Right here you had better be careful 
about modern movies, the dance, and alcohol. Juve- 
nile judges, educators, doctors, ministers, and 
parents all bear witness that these open the door 
to many a tragedy of life. 


All of our boy and girl friendships should be 
rooted and grounded in Christian fellowship, separa 
tion from evil, and purity of life. 


Suggestions 


Space prohibits developing the ideas, but here } 
a list of things that you can study. Some of your 
group can hunt up supplementary material ané 
prepare talks, or your leader can list them on the 
board and the group can discuss as many as time 
will permit. 


For those dates that are not so serious, those 
times when we just go out with our favorite boy 
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or girl in the gang, we should follow the following 
rules if we want to be Christian and well-liked: 


1. We must be friendly, courteous, kind, sincere, 
interested in others, ready to do what others want, 
and above all things like all the gang. 


2. We must avoid jealousy, gossip, little things 
that irritate, nagging, saying things that cause 
embarassment, alcohol, and petting. 


Dr. John R. Rice has listed some rules that 
couples should keep in mind on dates that are 
serious, those dates where the couple is engaged 
or hopes to be: 


1. Be honest and sincere. 


2. Be sure to follow the Golden Rule of Matthew 
7:18, 


3. Judge youself by the same standards you hold 
up for others. 


4, Be together and talk together about all the 
things that concern you. 


5. Learn to enjoy things together—clean, whole- 
some things such as music, sports, lectures, church 
services. 


6. Keep your body sacred, your contacts re- 
served, and do-nothing that would hinder your 
prayer life or Christian testimony. 


7. (And here is another one that I’ll add) Be 
sure to talk over the trouble spots that arise in 
marriage—lIn-Laws, cultural differences, different 
tastes, different ideas about money, different ideas 


about physical basis of marriage, etc. 


Let the leader of the meeting develop the Scrip- 
tural principles, and this can be followed by talks 
on certain of these points that apply especially 
to your group, or you might have a Christian 
doctor in to talk on those lines that he sees every 
day or maybe a judge or. educator in to tell about 
things from his experience. 


August 11: I Do Promise And 
Covenant Before God 


Introduction 


One day a fellow calls on the phone and said 
that he would be right up to get married and hung 
up before I could question him. When he arrived 
he had been drinking and was feeling no pain. I 
did not want to marry him right off because I do 
not think anybody is in any condition to take a 
solemn oath before God when they have had even 
so much as a cocktail. But I asked him if either 
of them had ever been divorced. He answered 
that he had, so I told him that it was my policy 
not to marry those who had been divorced. He 
answered, “‘That’s alright preacher, I just want to 
get married, and any old J. P. will do, but my 
bride here said she would just feel more married 
if a preacher said the words.” 


When we get married we stand in front of the 
minister and the people of God and solemnly 
declare, “I do promise and covenant before God.” 
It takes more than just conforming to custom 


and having the preacher to feel more married” to 


fulfill these words. And we can be well assured 
that we stand and utter these solemn words when 
we do not mean them our marriage is neither 
recognized nor blessed by God. Let us then look 
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into the word of God and see what things must 
be true of us if we are to sincerely take these 


vows. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. We must understand the origin of marriage: 
Gen. 2:18-25. Marriage did not come from the 
monkeys, but it was ordained of God. Since God 
set up marriage no marriage can be happy and 
successful that ignores God and His laws. 


2. We must understand the purpose of marriage: 
(a) For companionship. Gen. 2:18. (b) For bringing 
children into the world. Gen. 1:27-28. (c) For 
witnessing by family life to Christ. Eph. 5:28-32. 


3. We must understand the subjects who can 
marry: 2 Cor. 6:14-16. We must marry only those 
who are true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We should never marry an unbeliever, for God can 
not bless such a union and we will be very unhappy. 
We Bible believing Christians should not marry 
Roman Catholics, though there may be many in 
that branch of the church who truly believe yet the 
church puts so many things between the individual 
and Christ and lays such heavy church demands 


* upon every Catholic and every member of his 


house that it will bring suspicion, friction, and 
sorrow into a marriage every time. Many young 
people in the fresh enthusiasm of love feel that 
their love can triumph over all these things, but 
the experience of those who have tried proves 
otherwise. Don’t marry an unbeliever. 


4. We must understand the duration of marriage: 
Matt. 19:38-9. 


Suggestions 


The Scripture lesson sets down some of the im- 
portant spiritual truths we need to have in mind 
as we approach marriage, here are some practical 
things to have in mind. If we have the spiritual 
foundations we can overcome almost any difficul- 
ties that might arise, whereas without the spiritual 
we are bound to fail. But even with the physical 
we need to be careful to see that the one whom we 
are choosing is really a mate to our own personality 
and Pre a misfit. Here are some things to look 
out for: 


1. Look for a healthy body (And I don’t mean 
just cute). 


2. Look out for hereditary traits and defects in 
the family. 


3. Be sure of good manners and good 
morals, 


4. Choose someone with good culture and good 
education. 


5. Have a clear understanding of how you are 
going to use money. 


6. Look for a worker be a worker and 


marry one. 


7. Be sure that language is good and acceptable 
in best society. 


8. Find a temperament kin to yours. 


Your study of the Spiritual foundation of the 
solemn covemant we make before God in marriage 
might be followed by a quiz program on some 
of -the characteristics that make for successful 
marriage. These eight points could be used. Be 
sure that you not only think of “the one” when 
you study this table but examine your own life 
to be sure that you have a good piece of goods to 
offer some one else. 
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Presbyterian Youth Fellowship 


By Ellis Nelson 


When the Apostle Paul wrote his Colossian 
friends he said that his passion was “‘that we may 
present every man mature in Christ” (Col. 1:28b). 
‘his statement also suggests the ambition of tu. 
yvuiu OF our Assembly, for we design ou. 
work to help growing boys and girls acquire a 
strons. mature faith in our Jord, 


One step in the realization of this high goal is 
the new youth organization approved by the Eighty- 
Sixth General Assembly. Built around five Com- 


missions, the new organization is simple in outline, 


but capable of variations to meet the needs of all 
the youth groups in our Assembly. 


The move toward reorganization was first taken 
in 1943 when the Assembly’s Young People’s Coun- 
cil appointed a committee to work out a different 
approach to youth work in our Assembly. The basic 
organization devised by the Assembly’s Young 
People’s Council was built around the various ac- 
tivities of the average Presbyterian Youth Group. 
After two years of experimentation in many local 
youth groups, a definite plan of organization was 
er last fall called Presbyterian Youth Fellow- 
ship. 


Miss Mary-Starke Higginbotham, President of the 
Assembly’s Young People’s Council, was employed 
last September on a part-time basis to use the 
Fellowship Plan with several youth groups in order 
to work out the details and demonstrate the practi- 
eability of this new youth organization. Dr. John 
Grey, pastor, and Miss Ruth Hillhouse, Director of 
Religious Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Rev. Walter Brown, 
of the First Presbyterian Church at Sandston, Vir- 
ginia co-operated in this project by making it pos- 
sible to organize the youth groups in their churches 
according to this new plan. During the winter 
months the Fellowship Plan was perfected as a 
result of our experimental work and with the help 
of many local youth advisers, state and regional 
leaders, as well as Assembly’s Agencies’ represen- 
tatives. 


In contrast to the Kingdom Highway organiza- 
tion, the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship starts with 
the job at hand in the local church. It is based on 
the activities; such as worship, service, recreation 
and study in which the average youth group is en- 
gaged. The main interests of our Executive Agen- 
cies and Permanent Committees in the Assembly 
are clearly identified in the progress and activities 
of this new organization, so that our Church’s 
program may be carefully followed by our youth 
groups. The work of these agencies, however, is 
grouped into the five general areas which consti- 
tute a total youth program. There was a tendency 
in the Kingdom Highway organization for the 
chairman of each highway to work only when his 
particular month of emphasis came. The Fellowship 
Plan will follow the Church’s Calendar of seasons 
and dates, but the work is so arranged that all of 
the Commissions function all through the year. 
The Fellowship Plan contains adaptations accord- 
ing to the size and strength of the youth group in 
the local church. 


The work is divided into five Commissions. The 
word “Commission” is used rather than ‘Com- 
mittee with the hope that each youth group will 
see its work as a part of the never-ending work 


| 


that must be done for Christ’s Kingdom. The Con. 
mission on Christian Faith will consider all ele. 
ments in our Presbyterian faith that deserves study, 
As a result, vesper programs and study groups wil] 
be planned. The Commission on Christian Growth 
will work with Stewardship, Christian Education, 
and Personal Religious Living. As a result, wor. 
ship programs will be planned and young people 
will be guided in the various ways they can 
strengthen their Christian life. The Commission on 
Christian Outreach will be concerned with gl] 
aspects of Christianity as it reaches out to the 
non-Christian. As a result, Evangelism, Home and 
foreign Mission activities will be planned. The 
Commission on Christian Works is interested in 
the application of the gospel to the problems of 
gommunity life. This group will plan service pro- 
jects, lead the youth group in action concerning 
social problems. The Commission on Christian 
Comradeship deals with the group’s recreation 
life, and is responsible for maintaining an interest 
in each member of the group. 


The Presbytery Council under the new organi- 
zation, will be composed of elected officers and 
five commission chairmen. A new emphasis will be 
placed on the Presbytery as the unit to strengthen 
the work in the local church. No Commission 
chairmen are planned for the Synod Council, mak- 
ing the Synod Council an administrative and 
policy-making Council. When the new plan is in 
full operation, more emphasis will be placed on 
training Presbytery officers in order that the 
leaders in the Presbytery may be competent to 
help improve the youth work in the local churches 
of the Presbytery. 


Manuals describing the new Presbyterian Youth 
Fellowship are in mimeographed form and avail- 
able from the Presbyterian Book Stores. The ac- 
tion of the General Assembly in approving this 
new organization stated that the period from Oc- 
tober, 1946, to April, 1947, should be the time in 
which local churches reorganize on this new basis. 
Printed Manuals for the local church will be avail- 
able from the Book Stores in August, and the 
Young People’s Division recommends that local 
churches obtain a printed Manual in August or 
September and begin making plans for reorgan- 
izing their work on this Fellowship Plan sometime 
before April, 1947. 


Unconditional Election 


“It is undeniable that whenever, as the years 
have passed by, the currents of religious feeling 
have run deep, and the higher ascents of religious 
thinking have been scaled, it has ever been on the 
free might of Divine grace that Christians have 
been found to cast their hopes for salvation alike 
of the world, the Church, and the individual; and 
whenever they have thus turned in trust to the 
pure grace of God, they have spontaneously given 
expression to their faith in terms of the Divine 


election ... The hope of the world, the hope of the 


Church, and the hope of the individual alike, is 
cast solely on the mercy of a freely electing God, 
in whose hands are all things, and not least the 
care of the advance of his saving grace in the 
world.” —Benjamin B. Warfield. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Highlights From The 
Annual Report 


The following are highlights from the Annual 
Report of the Committee on Woman’s Work which 
was presented by the Secretary of Woman’s Work 
to the General Assembly in May, 1946: 


Reports from the local Auxiliaries give evidence 
of a strengthening of the spiritual life of the indi- 
vidual women, more of them learning the real 
meaning of prayer, more reading and studying the 
Bible, and more seeking to bear testimony to their 
faith by “Saying So” with their lives and words. 
Emphasis was given to the supreme service of 
Christian witnessing in the home, the Church, the 
community, the world. ? 


Many of the women have co-operated in the 
local church program of Visitation Evangelism, 
and in the establishing of and service in Outpost 
Sunday Schools. 


In 1945 Auxiliary Birthday Offering to our 
Congo Mission was the largest ever given— 
$110,032.00. 


The total gifts from the women reached an all- 
time record, $1,924,912.00, which was an increase 
of $152,124.00 more than last year. 


There are 2,619 Auxiliaries reported with a 
membership of 210,395; of this number, 38,707 are 
listed as business women. 


The following statements regarding the Annual 
Report are gleaned from the Report of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Woman’s Work of the 1946 Gen- 
eral Assembly, the Chairman of which was Dr. 
L. R. Scott, of Rome, Ga.: 


“Interesting and informative aspects of the work 
revealed in the Annual Report are: 


“Co-operation in reporting the whole program of 
the Assembly, and in particular the fine way in 
which the Auxiliary program for the year was co- 
ordinated with the emphasis upon evangelism. 


_“The emphasis which has been placed upon ser- 
vice activities by the women, through their local 
churches, through community projects, through 
world missions, and through interchurch enterprises 
of fellowship and service. } 


“Efforts in behalf of promoting greater interest 


in and devotion to a Christian world order. 


“Emphasis upon the translation of Christian 
gi into Christian practices upon every level 
Or lite, 


“The Threshold Of A New Era” 


(Excerpts from a Report of a Presbyterial Sec- 
retary of Spiritual Life and Evangelism.) 


Figures are satisfying as far as they go, but 
when they are measured by the number of new 
members received upon profession of faith, it ap- 


pears that we have been satisfied with ministering 


for Snedecor Memorial Synod on a part-time basis, 


to our own church family and have failed to reach 
out to save the unsaved in this year which was set 
aside for Evangelism. 


According to the goal of one new member for 
each ten members on roll in Red River Presbytery, 
we should have won over 600 new souls for Christ 
during this year. Instead, there were received in- 
to the church upon profession of faith only one 
hundred eighty-six members, a large percentage of 
these coming from the Sunday School. As re- 
presentative women of the Church, we must ac- 
ae our share of responsibility in this serious 
ailure. 


A brighter sign is seen in the fact that almost 
without exception the Auxiliaries maintained 
Prayer Groups, and the majority of the reports 
stated that the women’s greatest interest was 
shown in Bible study. Let us pray that through 
the exercise of these two fundamental Christian 
practices we shall become truly effective ‘“‘workers 
together with Him,” capable of soul-winning, which 
is the primary task of every Christian every year. 


We stand today on the threshold of a new era—a 
time in which our responsibilities as Christian 
women. are ever increasing. On the one hand, we 
face the danger that, in the light of man’s new- 
found physical power, many will tend to underesti- 
mate the importance of God, forgetting the power 
of God. On the other hand, we face the danger 
that, in the light of the vast extent of recent dis- 
coveries, many will tend to underestimate the im- 
ripe of the individual man, forgetting the love 
of God. 


We who realize the power of God, we who ex- 
perience the love of God must keep these facts alive 
in the minds and hearts of those about us. This 
we can do only if we give Christ first place in our 
lives and make Him our constant companion. 
When in the course of our everyday affairs we 
speak to Him words of praise as well as petition, 
when along the way we share with Him our joys as 
well as our sorrows, then shall we ourselves come 
to know the height of His power, the depth of His 
love. Then shall we be equipped for whatever 
responsibilities this new day holds. Then shal) 
we know what the Apostle Paul really meant when 
he said, “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” 

(Mrs. S. R.) Frances Page Williamson. 


Forward Steps In Religious 
Education Field Service 


At the request of the Synods concerned and 
upon recommendation of the Field Council of Re- 
ligious Education, the Executive Committee of 
Religious Education and Publication has recently 
taken three very significant and far-reaching for- 
ward steps in providing additional field service for 
four of the Synods by the addition of three 
workers to its Field Staff, namely, Rev. Jack B. 
McMichael as Regional Director for the Synod of 
Georgia, Rev. L. W. Bottoms as Regional Director 


— 
1946 
Com. 

ele. 

tudy, 

wil] 

ont 
ation, 

wor- 
eople 

can 
on 
h all 
the 

and 

The 

d in 
is of 

pro- 

ning 
stian 
ation 
erest 
rani- 

and 

lbe 
hen 
sion 
nak- 

and | | 
sin 

on 

the 

to 
uth 
rail. 

ac- 

his 
Oc- 
in 

sis, 
ail- 
the 

cal 

or 
me 
urs 
ng | 

ne 

e 

e | 
“ni 

e 
1e 


Page 18 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Jul. 15, 1946 


and Miss Beatrice Fernandez as Director of Re- 
ligous Education for Texas-Mexican Presbytery. 
Rev. LeRoy P. Burney, who has been serving for 
a number of years as Regional Director for the 
Synods of Georgia and South Carolina, will now 
devote his full time to the Synod of South Carolina. 


Mr. McMichael comes to this work from a suc- 
cessful pastorate at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Vicksburg, Mississippi. Prior to that he was 
pastor at Lafayette, Louisiana. He was graduated 
from Marion (Alabama) Military Institute, East 
Texas State Teachers’ College (B.A.), and Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary (B.D.); and has done 
graduate work at Birmingham Southern College, 
the Assembly’s Training School, and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Virginia. In addition to his 
pastorates, Mr. McMichael has had experience as 
both a local and a Presbytery Director of Religious 
Education, having served the South Highland 
Church, Birmingham, from 1932 to 1935, the First 
Church, Anniston, Alabama, during the summer and 
fall of 1937, and Paris Presbytery (Texas) from 
1938 to 1941. As a young person, Mr. McMichael 
was President of the Young People’s League of 
Paris Presbytery, 1931-32, and a member of the 
Texas Synod Young People’s Council 1932-33. He 
was Chairman of the Committee on Religious Edu- 
cation of Louisiana Presbytery while pastor at La- 
fayette. With his native ability, excellent training, 
and wide experience, Mr. McMichael gives promise 
of providing the leadership needed at this time in 
the Synod of Georgia in its program of Religious 
Education. He will begin his work on June 1 
ro 2 have his office at the First Presbyterian Church, 

acon. 


Mr. Botttms is pastor of the Grace Presbyterian ) 


Church, Louisville, Kentucky, which he will continue 
to serve along with his new work, and a member of 
Louisville Presbytery (U. S.) which he has served 
as Moderator and from which he has been a Com- 
missioner to the General Assembly. Mr. Bottoms 
was born at Selma, Ala., where he received his 
early education at the Know Academy. He re- 
ceived his A.B. degree from Geneva College, 
Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, and did his seminary 
work at the Reformed Presbyterian Seminary, Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. He was pastor of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church at Selma, Alabama, 
for two years before going to the Grace Church 
where he has served for eight years. While not a 
member of Snedecor Memoria] Synod, Mr. Bottoms 
has been called upon frequently in recent*years to 
teach or speak in various conferences of that Synod, 
was sought for the Department of Theology at 
Stillman Institute, and was nominated by the Synod 
itself for the position of Regional Director. This 
year the young people of the Assemblv have as 
their financial objective in Religious Education a 
“fund to employ a Regional Director for Snedecor 
Memorial Synod.” The coming of a Regional 
Director for this Synod even on part time should 
mean much to the development of the program 
of Religious Education in that Synod. Mr. Bottoms 
took over his new work on May 1. 


Miss Fernandez was born in Mexico but has 
lived most of her life in Texas where her father, 
Rev. Abraham Fernandez, as a member of Texas- 
Mexican Presbytery and now retired, served for a 
number of years as an evangelist. Miss Fernandez 
holds the B.A. and M. A. degrees in education and 
Spanish literature from the University of Texas 
and is a 1946 graduate of the Assembly’s Training 
School with the Master of Religious Education 
degree. At the Training Schoo] she has been the 


Fellowship Student of the Assembly’s Committee 
on Woman’s Work. Before enrolling at the Train. 
ing School, Miss Fernandez taught at the Pres-Mex 
School for Girls at Taft and in the public schools in 


Texas, and for two years held a civil service pogj- | 


tion as Spanish translator. - Last summer she did 
such a splendid job as Religious Education worker 
in Texas-Mexican Presbytery that the Presbytery 
and Synod Committees of Religious Education re. 
quested the Assembly’s Committee to employ Miss 
Fernandez on a permanent basis as Director of 
Religious Education for that Presbytery. Plans 
have been made already for an enlarged summer 
program in the Presbytery. Great progress should 
be made in the work of Religious Education under 
the leadership of Miss Fernandez. 

W. Norman Cook, 


Missionary News 


Dr. and Mrs. Frank W. Price are sailing on S. §, 
General Meigs early in July, arriving in San Fran- 
cisco mid-July; thence to Salt Lake City, Nashville, 
Richmond. No speaking engagements before Au- 
gust 10. 


Dr. John Leighton Stuart, President of Yenching | 


University of Peiping, after five months’ visit to 
the United States, is on his way back to China. 
During this period, Dr. Stuart, a prisoner of the 
Japanese in Peiping for almost four years, spent 
his time visiting with trustees of Yenching and in 
making plans for the rehabilitation of the uni- 
versity. 


The following radiogram was received in the 
office of the Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions, on June 24, from Rev. D. J. Cumming, D.D., 
who sailed from San Francisco on June 13 for 
Korea on the S. S. Marine Devil: ‘‘Nearing Japan; 
arrive Jinsen Saturday; good trip.”” —H.K.T. 


Wings For The Soul 
Are Ye Able? 


Able to suffer without complaining, 

To be misunderstood without explaining; 
Able to endure without breaking— 

To be forsaken without forsaking; 

Able to give without receiving— 

To be ignored without grieving; 

Able to ask without commanding— 

To love despite misunderstanding— 
Able to turn to the Lord for guarding— 
Able to wait for His own rewarding? 


God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things; 


may abound to every good work. II Cor. 9:8. 


The Peace Of A 
Christian Man 


“A Christian may have his full share of anxieties, 
but at bottom he is always light-hearted. His soul 
has found its anchorage in Christ Crucified, Risen, 
Ascended, Glorified, Interceding. He wants no 
more. The events of life may tell hardly upon him: 
but they do not touch his real self, any more than 
the storm on the surface of the ocean can agitate 
the depths below. ‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he 
trusteth in Thee’.” —Henry P. Liddon. 
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General Church News 


VATICAN REPRESENTATIVE 
A STRONG ISSUE 


Washington, D. C. (RNS). — Interest remains 
great in religious circles here in the recent visit of 
eleven national Protestant church leaders who pro- 
tested to Mr. Truman against continuance of 
Myron C. Taylor as the President’s personal repre- 


sentative to the Vatican with the rank of ambas- 


sador. | 

Reaction to the visit—both Catholic and Protes- 
tant—has been watched closely, not only by church- 
men, but by political observers. 


No one was surprised at the “optimistic” state- 
ments issued by the Protestant church leaders. And 
no one was particularly surprised at Francis Car- 
dinal Spellman’s attack on the Protestant efforts to 
have Taylor recalled. 


Despite the wishes of churchmen and others that 
the issue not become a political one, it is already 
regarded here as a political issue—and, as quite a 
problem for the President. 


Mr. Truman assured the Protestant leaders that 
Taylor’s appointment was “purely temporary” and 
that it would end with the ‘‘peace-making.” Ob- 
servers here point out that the peace may be made 
in 1947 or 1957, under the existing situation. Will 
peace be achieved when the “big four” have agreed 
on a peace, or when the United States makes peace 
separately, if it does? Or does it mean, as Cardinal 
Spellman indicated in his statement, that peace 


will be “difficult to maintain” and that ‘‘peace- 


making’’ may go on for years? 


There is a lot of speculation here, also, over the 
“special diplomatic mission’ which Edward J. 
Flynn, Bronx Democratic leader, is making to Lon- 
don. It is recalled that Flynn in 1945 ‘‘commuted”’ 
between Moscow and Rome for several months, ap- 
parently in an effort to bring about a rapproche- 
ment between the Vatican and the Kremlin. Also, 
Flynn accompanied President Roosevelt to Yalta 
and some religious significance was attached to 
this at the time. Flynn himself has denied that he 
Is going on a diplomatic mission. 


Rome Catholic Paper Urges Permanent 
U. S. Representation At Vatican 


Rome (RNS).— Demands by American Protes- 
tants for recall of Myron C. Taylor as special rep- 
resentative of President Truman at the Vatican 


have produced a strong reaction among Catholic | 


newspapers here. 


Most outspoken comment on the Protestant re- 
quest came from I] Quotidiano, leading Catholic 
newspaper, which not only protested the demand, 
but urged that American representation at the 
Vatican should be placed on a permanent basis be- 


cause of the large number of Catholics in the Uni- 


ted States. 


“It should not be forgotten,”’ Il Quotidiano de- 
clared, “that in the United States there is a com- 
pact minority of 30,000,000 Catholics against a 


nominal majority of Protestants divided into an 
infinite number of different and often discordant 
shades and sects.’’ 


Vatican circles have refused to comment on 
President Truman’s statement that Mr. Taylor’s 
mission will end as soon as peace treaties are 
signed, except to say that if the envoy’s recall de- 
pends upon peace, the Holy See may enjoy his col- 
laboration for many years, “because real peace 
will not come soon, if ever.”’ 


The Vatican’s reserve was reflected in the atti- 
tude of Osservatore Romano, official organ of the 
Holy See, which omitted any reference to Presi- 
dent Truman’s statements regarding the Taylor 
mission, although giving full details of other mat- 
ters discussed at the President’s press conference. 


Asserting it cannot understand President Tru- 
man’s ‘“‘easuistry’’ except as “fa comfortable yield- 
ing toward recent and debatable objections raised 
by representatives of certain American confession- 
al groups,” I] Quotidiano said: 


“President Roosevelt on another occasion replied 
to them with a quite different attitude interpreting . 
the sentiments of some tens of millions of Amer- 
ican Catholics whose opinions have been voiced in 
these last few days by Cardinal Spellman.” 


Much curiosity and_ speculation have _ been 
aroused here by the fact that Myron C. Taylor’s 
most recent audience with Pope Pius not only 
lasted an hour, but was the fourth since Mr. Tay- 
lor’s arrival in Rome about a month ago. 


‘Southern Baptist Head Says President 
Will End Taylor’s Appointment 


Atlanta, Ga. (R.N.S.)—President Truman will 
end U. S. representation at the Vatican with the 
signing of the peace treaties if not earlier, Dr. 
Louie D. Newton, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, declared here in a report to his deno- 
mination. Dr. Newton was one of the delegation of 
Protestant church leaders who called at the White 
House to urge the President to end the Vatican post. 


In his report, Dr. Newton said ‘“‘we were given 
assurance that the appointment of Mr. Taylor was 
a temporary expedient to give the President the 
fullest opportunity to make his contribution to 
peace, that it might terminate at an early date, 
but would certainly terminate with the signing of 
the peace treaty.” 


As a result of the White House visit, Dr. Newton 
said, the President now fully understands ‘“‘that the 
Evangelical Christians of the United States are 
aroused over this continuing alliance of our govern- 
ment with the Vatican and will unitedly keep up 
our protest until something is done about it.” 


Dr. Newton urged the members of his denomina- 
tion to write a personal letter to the President 
“expressing appreciation of his assurance to ter- 
minate the appointment of Mr. Taylor.” He also 
asked them to send copies of their letters to their 
Congressional representatives. 


— 
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Priest Discourages Non-Catholics 
From Marrying Catholics 


Chicago, Ill. (RNS).—Non-Catholics should re- 


frain from marrying Catholics, the Rev. Hugh Cal- 


kins, O.S.M., declared in the current issue of No- 
vena Notes, national Catholic weekly published here. 


“To non-Catholics thinking of marrying Catholics, 
we say: please don’t,” Father Calkins stated in an 
editorial. 


Referring to the pledge a non-Catholic must make 
prior to the marriage, 
children of the union be baptized as Catholics and 
brought up in the Catholic faith, Father Calkins 
said, “If you are a devout non-Catholic, how can 
you in conscience swear to such promises?”’ 


The position of the Catholic Church, the priest 
explained, is tantamount to a declaration that ‘“‘We 
don’t dislike you, but we’d prefer that you didn’t 
play in our yard. However, if you insist, you’ll 
have to play our rules.” 


Accepting such a position and taking the oath 
means “you are being disloyal to your non-Catholic 
beliefs,” he added. 


“Church laws forbid most strictly mixed marriag. 
es. Not because we wish to antagonize other creeds 
nor to work hardships upon couples, but to safe- 
guard the Faith for Catholics. That Faith is 
divinely precious and is lost very often by mixed 
marriages. Though you may not agree, you can 
see our point is sane.”’ 


Charge Chicago Church Hospitals 
Discriminate Against Negroes 


Chicago, Ill. (RNS). — Protestant and Roman 
Catholic as well as secular schools and hospitals in 
the Chicago area were assailed here for alleged 
discriminatory practices at a meeting on college 
quotas sponsored by the Chicago Council Against 
Racial and Religious Discrimination, Dr. Preston 
Bradley, minister of the Peoples Unitarian Church 
here, is chairman of the Council, and the Most Rev. 
Bernard J. Sheil, Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop 
of Chicago, is vice-chairman. | 


Dr. Arthur Falls, Catholic Negro surgeon, criti- 
cized both Protestant and Catholic hospitals for 
segregating and, in some instances, refusing Negro 
patients. 


Some sectarian hospitals, he said, not only refuse 
Negro patients, but also do not permit Negro doc- 
tors to serve white patients in the hospitals. Negro 
graduates of the Loyola University Medical School 
here can get internships in neither Catholic nor 
Protestant hospitals, Dr. Falls charged. He said 
only Provident Hospital, a Negro institution, ad- 
mitted Negroes for internship. : 


Edwin Embree, president of the Julius Rosen- 
wald Fund and chairman of Mayor Edward J. 
Kelly’s Commission on Human Relations, asserted 
that the city’s universities were guilty of maintain- 
ing racial quotas. 


Northwestern University was criticized by Stan- 
ford Clinton, prominent attorney, who declared 
that racial] discrimination is rampant at the uni- 
versity. 


which requires that all 


Clinton told the meeting he was a Northwester 
graduate and had ‘“‘many friends on the university 
board.”” But, he added, “let’s not kid ourselves, | 
can tell you without doubts, hazards or conjecture 
that discrimination on the basis of race and creed 
is practiced systematically and regularly at North. 
a and anyone who denies it lies in hig 
eeth. 


_Dr. Vernon C. Lippit, registrar of the univer. 
sity’s technological institute, declared that two 
years ago 14.8 percent of the enrollment in the 
institute was Jewish, but today there is a little les, 
than 190 percent. | 


_ Miss Eva Emmanuel, chairman of the anti. 
discrimination committee of the University: of 


Chicago, stated that the institution had admitted 


no Negro students to its medical school for the 
last ten years. 


Southern Group Criticizes Methodist 
Sunday School Literature 


Jackson, Miss. (RNS).—A petition charging that 
Methodist church school] literature is slanted politi- 
cally and racially and offends Southern church 
school students was forwarded to the Methodist 
Council of Bishops. The petition was adopted at 
the Greenville District Conference of The Method- 
ist Church here. 


Methodist Sunday School literature for the past 
two years has been “more political and social-equal- 
ity aimed,’”’ the petition claimed. The _ bishops 
were “prayerfully petitioned” to investigate. 


State Senator Oscar Wolfe of Duncan, Miss., a 
district lay leader, presented the motion. It was 
adopted 35 to 3. 


_ The literature was deplored as “an offense to the 
intelligence of the average pupil, more especially 
those of the South.”’ 


‘“‘We have lived peacefully with other races for 


centuries, and perhaps are better qualified to know 
just how to live with these people in brotherly love 
than some who prepare the material,’’ the Mississip- 
ians asserted. 


The conference delegates pledged themselves as 
still “loyal members of The Methodist Church, and 
having a burning desire to see it prosper.’ The 
question of changing the Sunday School literature 


was left to the “wisdom” of the Council of Bishops. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Synod Of Mississippi 


The Synod of Mississippi through the Depart- 
ment of Religious Education has just closed the 
Annual Conference Series. The Annual. Pioneer 
Camp Conference convened June 4-10, under the 
leadership of Rev. J. V. Cobb and Rev. L. O. El- 
mcre, assisted by an able faculty and corps of 


helpers. Attendance of two hundred and sixteen of 


Pioneer age and more than thirty workers. 


The second of the series, the Senior Young Peo- 
ple’s Conference, under the leadership of Rev. 
W. H. McAtee, Adult Advisor of the Young Peo- 
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le’s Council, Synod of Mississippi, assisted by 
faculty and large corps of helpers. Two hundred 
were enrolled. 


This was followed by the Westminster Fellowship, 
Adult Bible Conference, Leadership School and 
Auxiliary Training School with a combined pro- 
ram and with an enrollment of approximately one 
hundred and twenty-five. 


Special feature of the Adult Week was the Men’s 
Meeting under the leadership of Mr. T. E. Veitch, 
Mississippi representative on the Assembly’s 
Council of Men’s Work, and Mr. George E. Felk- 
nor, Vice-Chairman of Assembly’s Superintendents’ 
Conference. A number of leading laymen of Mis- 
sissippi took part in the Men’s Day Program. Tom 
Q. Robins, of McComb, Miss., was elected successor 
to T. E. Veitch on Assembly’s Council. 


Visiting helpers in the Conference Series from 
without the Synod of Mississippi were: Dr. V. S. 
Broyles, Atlanta, Ga.; Rev. A. R. Batchelor, Rich- 


mond, Va.; Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Nashville, Tenn.; — 


Dona Cecilia Siqueria, Brazil; Miss Bessie C. Lewis, 
Richmond, Va.; Miss Elizabeth Glasscock, Rich- 
mond, Va.; and Mrs. S. H. Askew, Atlanta, Ga. 


The Auxiliary Training School was under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Charles C. Alford, President of 
Mississippi Synodical. 


Dates set for 1947 are: Pioneer Conference, 


June 3-9; Senior Young People’s Conference, June 
9-16; Westminster Fellowship Conference, Adult 
Bible Conference and Auxiliary Training School, 
June 16-21, 


Conference Committee is composed of: Dr. G. T. 
Gillespie, Chairman; Dr. RK. L. Landis, General Di- 
rector; Rev. W. A. Hall, Chairman of Committee of 
Religious Education; Mrs. Charles C. Alford, Sy- 
nodical President; and Miss Roberta Anderson, 
President of Young People’s Council. 


Austin Seminary Commencement 
President Stitt Inaugurated 


Commencement at Austin Presbyterian Seminary 
was high-lighted this year by the inauguration of 
David Leander Stitt, D.D., as fourth president of 
the institution. Texas born and trained, Dr. Stitt is 
also an alumnus of Austin Seminary. A lengthy 
academic procession in full regalia representing 
Universities, Colleges and Theological Seminaries 
from all over our country moved into the audi- 
torlum of the University Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
Harry Cotton, president of McCormick Theological 
Seminary, who 
livered a forceful and moving address on The 
Relevance Of A Theological Seminary. 


Dr. Stitt was duly installed by answering the 
constitutional questions propounded by Dr. B. O. 
Wood, president of the Board of Trustees. Dr. 
Wood also delivered a charge to the newly elected 
president and presented him with the great seal of 
the Seminary. The inaugural address by Dr. Stitt 
was on The Responsibility Of A Theological Sem- 
inary. 


The inaugural luncheon at the Georgian Tea 
0om was attended by the visiting representatives 
and heads of the various institutions in attendance 
as well as by many of the deans and faculty of 
Texas University, the business and _ statesmen 


flew to Austin for the occasion, de-- 


Your Church 


CAN ATTRACT 
MORE WORSHIPPERS 


Hundreds of churches throughout the land 
have successfully extended their message 
beyond the pew with the glorious, heartening 
song of these unique, modern bells. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells employ the 
latest developments in electronics to produce 
extremely brilliant, clear bell-tones of great 
carrying power. Unusually compact, Schul- 
merich Carillonic Bells can be installed in 
your present church tower without structural 
alterations. They may be played in conjunc- 
tion with, or independently of, your organ. 
Your church—large or small—can enjoy this 
reasonably priced Carillon. 


The result of a quarter-century of electronic 
research and development, Schulmerich Ca- 
rillonic Bells installed in your church will 
aid. you in extending messages of welcome, 
hope and faith throughout your community. 
For detailed information write to Dept. SP-6. 


ELECTRONICS, inc. 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS- SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS- CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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leaders of Austin and representatives of the clergy. 
Addresses of welcome were made by Samuel Levin- 
son Joekel on behalf of the faculty of Austin Sem- 
inary; by Honorable Coke Stevenson, Governor of 
Texas, on behalf of the State of Texas; by Theo- 
philus Shickel Painter, president of the University 
of Texas, on behalf of that institution; and by 
John Elbridge Hines, Episcopal Bishop Coadjutor 
of the State of Texas. 


Graduation Exercises 


The baccalaureate sermon and missionary ad- 
dress to the graduating class were both delivered 
by the Rev. William M. Elliott, Jr., Ph.D., D.D., 
pastor of Highland Park Presbyterian Church at 
Dallas. The address to the class on graduation 
night at the Seminary Chapel was delivered by the 
Rev. Shirley Guthrie, D.D., a member of the 
Board of Trustees and pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church at Kilgore, Tex. Dr. Guthrie is the 
present moderator of the Synod of Texas. The 
graduate fellowship award of $500.00 was awarded 
oe A. Baker, who will attend Princeton this 
all. 

Paul Sherer To Lecture 


It was announced at the graduation exercise that 
Dr. Paul Sherer would be the mid-winter lecturer 
for the lecture series next February, 1947. Further 
announcement was made of the addition of $50,- 
000.00 additional funds to the Seminary. The cam- 
paign for one million dollars for Texas Synod’s in- 
stitutions will be launched immediately. Austin 
Seminary’s share will be $250,000.00. 


Dr. Ferguson Wood Accepts Call To 
First Presbyterian Church Of 


Johnson City, Tenn. 


Dr. Ferguson Wood, pastor of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Ga., has accepted 
a call from the First Presbyterian Church of John- 
son City, Tenn., and will assume his duties there 
the first of September. 


Dr. Wood has served at Westminster for the 
past eight years. For the past three and one-half 
years, he has also served as President of the North 
Avenue Presbyterian School in Atlanta. 


Dr. Robert L. Bell, Pastor Of 
Presbyterian Church Of Tuskegee, Ala. 
Is Honored By Citizens 


Dr. Robert L. Bell, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of Tuskegee, Ala., celebrated his seventy- 
sixth birthday on July 6, 1946, and on July 1, 
1946, finished his fifty-third continuous year in the 
ministry of our Lord. In honor of Dr. Bell the 
Mayor of Tuskegee issued the following proclama- 
tion: 

A Proclamation 


Pursuant to the appeal by Dr. J. C. Stivender to 
the citizens of Tuskegee to celebrate appropriately 
the approaching birthday of Dr. Robert L. Bell and 
the enthusiastic response of the citizens of Tus- 
kegee thereto; and, | 


Because of the affection and appreciation in the 
hearts of the citizens of Tuskegee for Dr. Bell, a 


June, 1946. 


noble Christian minister who has served as a min. 
ister for more than fifty years; and, 


Therefore, in recognition of his unselfish and de. 
voted service to all the citizens of Tuskegee fo, 
more than 16 years; 


I, Frank H. Carr, Mayor of Tuskegee, do hereby 
proclaim Tuesday, July 2, 1946, as Dr. Robert [. 
Bell Day, and call upon all the citizens, and 4] 
groups and organizations of citizens, to appropriate. 
ly celebrate, and under the leadership of the Dr 
Bell Committee now being constituted, the birth. 
day of this good citizen, servant of the people, and 
Christian minister. 


Given under my hand and seal this 18th day of 


Frank H. Carr, 
Mayor, City of Tuskegee. 


We pray God’s continued great blessings upon 
Dr. Bell. —H.B.D 


EVANGELISM 
By Rev. O. C. Landrum* | 


After completing ten evangelistic meetings dur- 
ing 1946 I pause to give some of my impressions. 
The first is that people attend evangelistic services 
—the church members and the non-members. In 
every meeting the attendance has been considered 
satisfactory and in some cases has exceeded the ex- 
pectations of the pastor. The second impression is 
that people like to sing. I have been fortunate in 
having capable song leaders in nearly every meet- 
ing who led the people in singing gospel songs. The 
third impression is that people hear gladly mes- 
sages which deal with the certainties of the Chris- 
tian faith. The fourth and final impression is that 
there is a response to the gospel invitation. People 
of all ages when confronted with the challenge of 
Jesus “follow me,’’ rise up and follow Him. A fifth 
impression might well be added and that is that I 
have in a new way realized the importance of the 
day by day work of the pastor in leading his peo- 
ple to make those friendly contacts which actually 
put people in touch with Christ and the Church. 
Whatever the method of evangelism used, I am 
convinced that this is a day when the Church has 
a new opportunity in bringing multitudes to Jesus. 


*Montreat, N. C. 


Dr. Felix B. Gear Accepts Call Of 
Columbia Seminary 


Rev. Felix B. Gear, pastor of the Second Presby- 
terian Church of Memphis, Tenn., has accepted the 
call which was extended him to become Professor 
of Systematic Theology and Dean of Instruction at 
Columbia Theological Seminary. Dr. Gear will move 


to Decatur, Ga., with his family in the early fall 


and is expected to assume his teaching duties at 
the beginning of the Seminary’s winter quarter, on 
November 26, 


Dr. Gear is a native of Huttonsville, W. Va., and 
is. a graduate of Davis & Elkins College in that 
State, which also conferred upon him the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1937. He is 4 
graduate of Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Va., and holds his Th.M. degree from the 
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Princeton Theological Seminary. He did further 
postgraduate work at Harvard University and at 
the University of Edinburgh, having earned his 
Ph.D. degree from the latter institution in 1934. 
Before accepting his present pastorate in the Sec- 
ond Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Dr. Gear 
was pastor successively in Presbyterian Churches at 
Beckley, W. Va., and at Columbia, Miss., and served 
as Professor of Bible in Southwestern College at 
Memphis from 19384 to 1942. He has: served as a 
member of a number of important committees of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S.. and has been much in demand as a lecturer 
on Biblical and theological subjects. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


SPURGEON’S LECTURES TO 
HIS STUDENTS 


By Charles H. Spurgeon. Condensed and Abridg- 
ed by David Otis Fuller, D. D. Published by Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price, $3.00. , 


Dr. Fuller is of the opinion that next to “‘Trea- 
sury of David” these ‘‘Lectures to His Students” 
constitute Spurgeon’s greatest single contribution 
to the Christian world. Comparing it with Dr. John 


Broadus’ “Preparation and Delivery of Sermons” | 


Dr. Fuller writes, ‘“‘With all due respect to this 
splendid work, we personally feel that Mr. Spur- 
geon has given to the Christian world something of 
even greater value and worth. Indeed we make 
‘bold to say that the lectures of this ‘the greatest 
preacher since the Apostle Paul’ should be the text 
book, or at least one of the text books, in every 
Bible Institute, theological seminary, and Bible 
school in America and the world.” 


Mr. Spurgeon did not intend for these lectures 
to be published when first delivered. They are 
colloquial and were made to fit the special needs 
of his students. His aim was to fire the hearts of 
his students to become more worthy ambassadors 
of Christ. Like all of Spurgeon’s works this one 
is marked by singular common sense and pratice’ 
judgement. 


In our era of superficiality this book should: 


meet a vital need. As an illustration of this 
shallowness we find the Church of today advertis- 
-Ing for recruits to the ministry with the slogan 
“Be A Preacher.”? The Church undoubtedly needs 
more and better preachers but it is to be remember- 
ed that the Church of Christ has consistently 
maintained that no one should preach the Gospel 
but those who are called of God. This does not 
imply that we are in sympathy with fantastic 
ideas on this subject born from a feverish imag- 
Ination. On the other hand our Church is com- 
mitted to the view that the full and certain call to 
the ministry must be uttered by the Holy Spirit. 
Mr. Spurgeon has a great lecture that all should 
tead on this subject entitled “A Call To The 
Minstry.” Its relevancy to this condition is ob- 
vious. In this lecture he makes it plain that any 
Christian has a right to spread the Gospel who 
has the ability to do so. Moreover, he has not 
only the right, but the duty to do so as long as 
he lives. He holds however, to the conviction 
that the messengers of God must hold commissions 
from God. He states, “‘An ambassador unsent will 
be a laughing stock.” Realizing that the peril of 
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‘That The Light Of The World 


May Go On And On To 
Distant Lands 


By establishing a Memorial Fund on our 
books or by writing the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions into your will, you can 
support and help perpetuate the work of our 
missionaries in foreign lands. 


It is possible for every Christian who makes 
a will to leave something, however small it 
must be, for some form of church work. If 
you choose the field of Foreign Missions for 
your bequest, our Executive Committee will 
be glad to assist you in making the desired 
provisions in your will. Also, in order to avoid 
inaccuracies, we recommend that you have 
your will drawn by a good lawyer. 


Through careful planning, you will thus be 
able to make a perpetual contribution to 
spread the Gospel around the world. 


Your correspondence or inquiries will always 
receive our prompt and careful attention. 


Address: 
CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 
Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church 
In The U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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